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INTRODUCTION. 


PRECLARA IGITUR CONSCLENTIA sus- 
TENTOR, CUM COGITO ME DE REPUB- 
LICA AUT MERUISSE OPTIME CUM 
POTUERIM; AUT CERTE NUNQUAM 


NISI DIVINE COGITASSE., 


Cicero AD ATT. x. 4. 


ENT ROD UCTHION, 


HEN the idea of our preſent 
Inſtitution firſt occurred to my 


mind, I freely confeſs, it was 
chiefly from motives of mere HUMAN I“ 
TY that I wiſhed its eſtabliſhment. Ex- 
perience, for the ſpace of 7wo years, hath 
fully evinced the juſtice and propriety 
of that motive, while at the ſame time it 
hath ſuperadded many more for the en- 
couragement and ſupport of the deſign. 
The laws, much abuſed it is ſaid, 
—and what will not artful villainy elude 
and abuſe ?—have amply provided for 
the relief of confiderable Debtors. The 
man, who engages for thoulands which 
he cannot pay, has an abundant reſource 
in bankruptcy; reſigns his all, and re- 
fames his occupation and his credit, 
b 2 The 
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The man, who perhaps for the very 
neceſſaries of life, and the ſupply of his 
dependant family, runs a few pounds, 
or even a few ſhillings in debt, is cruelly 
arreſted, torn from his home and his 
buſineſs! and plunged in a priſon, has 
neither ability nor hope to defray his 
Creditor's demands, o procure his own 
diſcharge “. Is this an equal diſtribution 
of juſtice? Ought not the latter caſe to 
be peculiarly conſidered ? 

For what is the man whom you thus 
impriſon ?—Look upon the books of 
our Society, and you will learn from 
thence, that Manuy/aflurers, Mechanics, 
Labourers, Seamen, T and other uſeful 

members 


* Sec Note, page 22. > 
+ We do not exclude poor and a Fe- | 
reigners from a | articipaiion of the public bounty. 
To be ftrangers Is a fulhc1ent motive with us, to 
take them into the houſe of mercy and relief, 


We have been happy to diſcharge ſeveral of { 
this ſort. However, two of the Rules of the i 
Committec, at the beginning of this Charity I 


were, 9 


1 
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members of the meaner, but eſlential 
branches of Trade and Commerce, are 
thoſe whom confinement withholds from 
their occupations: men, who derive their 
daily ſuſtenance from their daily labour; 
and who, cut off from that labour by 
impriſonment, not only cccalion thereby 
a conſiderable lols to the Common- 
wealth, but bring a heavy burden on 
others by the charitable maintenance 
which themſelves and their famihes mult 
have from parochial or other ſupply. 
Thus it is not only unjuſt, in a com- 
parative view of the Law, to ſuffer the 
larze Debtor, and whoſe debts perhaps 
materially affect a very extenſive circle, 
to enjoy freedom and impunity ; while 
the ſmall Debtor, whoſe inconſiderable 
contracts cannot much affect any, is 


were, —and hey have been invariably obſerved, — 
It. To meet entirely at their own expence : and 
2d. To preier the caſes of the moſt uſeful Arti- 
kcers, Manufacturers, &c. and of thoſe with the 
largeſt families,” 


b 3 - immured 
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immured in a grievous and noiſome 
Priſon. * 


It 


*® A benevolent Writer, who is always employ - 
ing his thoughts with a view to the Public good, 
has obſerved in one cf the public Papers, that 
*« no perſon, except a Peer or Scnator, is exempt 
from perſonal arreſts, and even a detention of 
many hours, by the evaſions and deluſions of 
Bailiffs; if a perſon owes only forty fliillings to 
any extortionate, litigious Creditor, who can im- 
mediately obtain a Writ, often by a falſe, mali- 
cious oath, deprive his Dettor of liberty, and 
prevent him to tranſact the moſt important buſt- 
neſs for his own private profit, or even for the 
public benefit of the State, which may require 
the uti oft expedition that very day or hour: and 
paſſion, malice, or revenge, may be the only 
motive of the Crecitor who can even arreſt his 
Debtor before the account of his demand is de- 
livered, without any previous application for the 
payment, and without any refuſal or delay. 

„The very payment of the ſum at the inſtant 
of the arrefi, is often not ſuſicient to obtain im- 
mediate liberty, and to prevent an expenſive and 
deplorable privation of it for many hours, and 
ſome days, if the Writ is iſſued out of the She- 
riff's Office; as the Bailiffs often detain the un- 

fortunate 
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It is alſo in the higheſt degree impol:- 


lic, as thus many of the moſt uſeful, nay 
b 4 the 


fortunate arreſted, to his preſent and future in- 
convenience, loſs, expence, diſcredit, and, pro- 
bably, even ruin, under their falſe and iniquitous 
general pretexts to examine the Office, or that 
the Office is ſhut, as it happens to be at certain 
hours and days, particularly Sundays, &c. fo 
that if a man happens unfortunately to be arreſt- 
ed upon a Saturday at night, or is deſignedly ſo 
from malevolence, he muſt remain in an impoſing 
Spunging-houſe at leaſt till Monday. 

* One's own houſe, or apartment, is not even 
an az: le or refuge always in this country againſt 
ſuch malevolent ſurprizes, inſults, and arreſts. 
A man is liable to them within his own 
walls and doors, being ſeldom or never ſecure 
therein ; though the Law prohibits the forcible 
opening of a door, yet the Bailiffs find means to 
evade that prohibition by indirect, unjuſt ſtra- 
tagems, treachery, or bribery of Servarts, and 
even by force; of which inſtances often occur in 
this town. 

No perſon, particularly a Clergyman, Phy- 
ſician, Surgeon, Apothecary, Officer of the Army 
or Navy, Magiſtrate, or Member of any public 
Department, or Office cf the State, Court, or 
Commerce, &c, ought to be liable to the leaſt 


momentary 
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the abſolutely neceſſary Members of the 
State are ſecluded from doing their part, 
* robbed of their time and their ſtrength, 
and inſtead of becoming inſtrumental to 
the general good of Society, are at once 
obnox1ous and burthenſome to it. 

It is allo no Jeſs impolitic, as tending. 
to increaſe thoſe Pariſh-rates, already ſo 
grievous a weight upon the community, 
that every man juſily complains of them. 
But if the poor Manufacturer or La- 
bourer, whoſe induſtrious hands provide 
his wife and numerous offspring neceſ- 


momentary privation of liberty for cbt, with- 
out three previous weckly citations or ſummonſes, 
2s in all other countries, and in our Courts of 
Conſcience; nor even then in his own houſe, 
apartment, or ſhop, though the doors be open, 
that all ingreſs and egreſs may be entirely tree, 
to carry on his neceſſary buſineſs, public or pri- 
vate, without interruption or danger; which may 
tend to the benefit of the community, or to the 
profit of the Debtor, conſequently of the Cre- 
ditor ; for the latter ſuffers by the loſſes of the 
former.” 
See Note, page 21. 


ſary 
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ſary bread, is ſhut up in priſon, and with- 
held from that induſtry, his wife and 
children unavoidably fall upon the Pariſh, 
and become a heavy incumbrance. * 

In many other views, the 2/{-policy of 
this proceeding might be ſhewn, but it 
deſerves particular attention, as being a 
very pregnant ſource of thoſe frequent 
and numerous Emigrations, which are ſo 
prejudicial to our country. The phi- 
lanthropic writer, (before quoted,) ob- 
ferves, © That no nation produces ſo many 
Fugitives to foreign countries for Debt, 


* I remember being peculiarly ſtruck with re- 
ſpect to this particular, by a poor man's appear- 
ing one evening at the Committee, to return 
thanks for his deliverance from Priſon. We en- 
quired aſter his family: He ſaid he had a wife 
and ten children unprovided for, who were with 
him in town, whom he had ſupported, and had 
no doubt of ſupporting by his trade—that of a 
Bruſh-maker, We aſked how his numerous fami- 
ly had been ſupported during his confinement, 
He replied, entirely by the Pariſh ! What a burden! 
and in this ſingle view, of how extenſive utility 
is our Inſtitution ? 
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as the Engliſh, owing to inexorable Cre- 
ditors, and our laws of Arreſt; which 
fugitives eſtabliſh Manufactures abroad, 
to the national loſs. The increaſe of 
Emigrants to Aſia, Africa, and America, 
may be attributed to the fame cauſe, 


where thouſands go every year and de- 


populate this and. The apprehen- 
hons of a ſudden aud long privation of 
liberty, without any previous ſummons, 
for the leaſt debt above forty ſhillings, 
intimidate more, and cauſe more deſer- 
tions of this kind out of the Kingdom 
than is generally unagined, and than 
would happen from the reaſonable notice 
of previous citations, or from the ſhort 
imprifonment of a few weeks.” - 

But while the practice of impriſon- 
ment for ſmall Debts is thus evidently 
unjuſt and impolitic, prejudicial in one 
view, and in another burdenſome to 
Society; can one again conceive any 
thing more inuman? I will not ſay un- 
chriſtian, for the practice breathes nothing 
of that mild and gentle law of love. 


Mr, 
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Mr. CuugERLAN PD has ſaid, with no leſs 
truth than elegance, * of the Debtor, 


That ev'n the Murderer's ignomintous fate 
Were welcome refuge from his hopeleſs ſtate. 


b 6 A poor 


* This ingenious and moſt humane Writer 
has put the caſe, in his admirable Epilogue, as 
ſtrong as it can be put: An induſtrious Manu— 
facturer, - deprived by ſickneſs of his labour, — his 
family in conſequence deprived of ſupport, —run- 
nir.g into debt to obtain it; and himſelf torn 
from them to languiſh in Priſon, and conſequently 
to leave them to charitable relief, while he is 
utterly deprived of all power to provide for them 
and pay his Creditor! 

See the Epilogue, p. 65. while we cannot 
omit the following from an Epiſtolary Poem 
to Lord North, on the preſent mode of impriſon- 
ment for Debt. 


© Say then, my Lord, ſhall homicides atone 
The bloody action with the dying groan ; 
Nor Parricides a greater ill ſuſtain 
Than death, which ſoon relieves the Victim's 
pain? 
The wretch with life exonerates the crime, 
The ſentence ſoon, and his decree, in time; 
The 
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A poor fellow-creature, perhaps for 
the immediate ſupport of life, perhaps 
through ſickneſs, unavoidable loſſes and 
diſappointments, or—perhaps through 
indiſcretion,—runs a few pounds in debt 
with his fellow-creature. He hath not 
to pay; he hath no means to pay, but 
ſuch as ariſe from his perſonal induſtry, 
his manual labour. The Creditor will 


The Robber's fate promiſcuous chances doom, 
Branded or pillory'd, or exiPd from home; 
Calm, lenient ſentence, that at once relieves 
Ihe murderer's horrors, and remorſe of thieves! 
All crimes but DEBT the hand of mercy ſpares, 
Nor ſuffer penance for ſucceſſive years. 

Why Ingers then the Debror*s hapleſs caſe, 
Who makes aTontEMENT, when he feels p rs- 

GRACE ? 

Whylanguiſh years, in cloſe conficement hurl'd, 
Lolt to himſelf, and baniſh'd from the world? 
Whoſe talents well employ'd wou'd ſurely give 
The means to pay, and decently to live; 

Or, timely foſter'd by the Good and Great, 
Might riſe diſtinguiſh'd, and adorn the State. 
Yet, ſtrange reverſe of ſenſe, to ſhock the mind, 
The means of PAYMENT is to be conFin'd !”? 


have 
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have no mercy! the wretched victim is 
ſeized, thrown into priſon, totally inca- 
pacitated to relieve himſelf or do juſtice 
to others, and left to languiſh in doleful 
confinement, till death or ſome fortunate 
accident ſhall bring him a deliverance ! 
What end can be anfwered by this ? 
what good can be done? Every feeling 
of humanity reverts from the procceding, 
and it will ſcarce be believed in this age 
and kingdom of philanthopy, that ſuch 
cruelties may be, are exerciled, from 
man to man even for the mean, the 
paltry ſum of e:ghteen-pence; or that for frue 


ſlullings a ſubject of Great Britain's happy 


conſtitution may languiſh amidſt the 


cells and felons of Newgate !—Our Books 


atte't the fact. * 
We 


* The perſon committed to the Gatchouſe ſor 
17. 6d. was a poor lame induſtrious creature who 
had not to pay ; this miſerable debtor was charged 
in Execution, and the expences of the proſecution 
increaſed the debt to one pound fue ſhillings and 


fox 
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We may go farther ſtill, and, to the 
juſtice, ill policy, and inhumanity of the 
proceeding, may add its immoralily hke- 
wile. Since nothing is ſo likely to cor- 
rupt, nothing is found by experience ſo 
powerful to corrupt the morals, as a Gaol; 
into which, with whatever principles the 
unhappy debtor enters, compelled as he 
is to aſſociate with the vileſt and moſt 
profligate, thoſe principles by degrees are 
rclaxed, and he too ſoon catches and co- 
pies the manners of thoſe with whom he 
is converlant. It is an old, but an in- 
diſputable truth, that evi! communications 
corrupt good manners: and what the com- 
munications in a common priſon are, who 
can doubt? So that by the inhuman 


r 


ſoxpence If the man could not pay ene and /ixpence, 
how was he to diſcharge this accumulated debt? 
The poor are frequently committed to Newgate 
by the Court of Conſcience, for five or fix ſhil- 
lings ; and the proceſs, fees, &c. commonly trebles 
the original debt: tho' it muſt be mentioned to 
the credit of Mr. Akerman's (the keeper's) huma- 0 
nity, that he never takes the whole of his dues. V. "4 
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practice of committing to priſor an inno- 
cent man, a man not gui but unfor- 
tunate, you cauſe him to incur the hazard 
of the greateſt and moſt deſtructive of 
all loſſes, the loſs of his integrity; and 
reſtore him, if reſtored, to ſociety after a 
tedious continuance there, no longer an 
ulelul member. but one more of thoſe 
evil Beaſts and devouring animals, which 
in an human form prey upon inen; and 


—eſcape who cen, 

When man's great foe aſfunies the ſhape of 
Man | 

There is one evil conſequence more of 
impriſonment for debt, which deſerves 
to be particularly attended to; and that 
is the njamy, which in the general eſteem 
is but too commonly attached to it. To 


have bcen in a Gaol, however unjuſtly, is 
with many narrow-minded perſons a {uf- 


ficient reproach ;—and indeed, in the cruel 
opinion of the world in general, crminga- 
lity is often at no great diſtance from mis. 
Jortunes, 


This is the rather to be lament- 
ec 


2 
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ed in the caſe of thoſe perſons, who are 
the objects of our preſent conſideration : 
for Reputation 1s generally with them, not 
only the main ſupport of their credit, but 
the very ſource of their employment and 
daily bread. Take this away, or mate- 
rially impugn it, and they will find it 
difficult, with a!l their induſtry and de- 
fire of doing well, to find perſons willing 
to engage with them, © The man is juſt 
** comme out of priſon, or has lain there 
for fome time,” is an obſervation ſuſſi- 
cient to blaſt all his honeſt deſigns. Thus 
we have another probf of the baneful 
elfects of the impriſonment complained of. 


Why then is a practice fo unit and 
umpolitic , fo inhuman and immoral, fo dif- 
graceful 


The writer b:ſore mentioned obſerves, that 
© noper{:n ſhould be impriſoned for debt above a 
month, eipecially in a free commercial nation ; 
all confinement and inaction being eſſentially pre- 
judicial to the community. Individuals ought to 
loſe rather than the State. 


Lord 
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graceful to our laws and conſtitution, 
countenanced amongſt us Dis there no 
poſſibility to remedy or remove the evil ? 
And with whom reſts the power to at- 
chieve ſo great, ſo godlike a reformation ? 


Lord Bacon writes, that no man could be ar-. 
reed for debt in Englaad, according to our con- 
ſtitutien.“ 

« tir Villiam Temple obſerves, That detention 
for debt is greatly injurious to a nation, and 
v-iſhes that no ſuch law or cullom exiſted in a land 
of Liberty, as England.” 

„Lord Chancellor Talbet often declared, That 
the debtor ſufficiently pays a debt of any ſum by 
an impriſonment of three months, according to 
the principles of real humanity and good policy.“ 

The opinions of three ſuch great men are fo 
reſpectable and ſufficient authorities, as to induce 
all humane and patriotic Legiſlators to propoſe 
and concur in a law conformable to their judicious 
ſentiments. The immenſe number of priſoners 
for debt is not only a diſgrace to the nation, Le- 
giſlature, humanity, and laws, but alſo a conſi- 
derable loſs and prejudice of ſome hundred thou- 
ſand pounds every year to the State and commu— 
nity, upon due calculations.“ — See the Sermon, 


page 11, 
—1 
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—] flatter mylelf, that, were this either 
a proper place or time, there would be 
no great difficulty to give a ſatisfactory re- 
ply to theſe queſtions, and to find an 
adequate remedy for theſe evils “. But I 
would by no means preſume to go further 
at preſent than to point out the miſchief, 
and to luggeſt what has occurred to us, 
as a Society, In this capacity, the benevo- 
lence which hath given us being, certainly 


* See the papers in the Poſtſcript. I cannot 
omit to mention in this place, that a poor priſo- 
ner or two have come under our cognizance, to 
whoſe other mĩsſortunes fickne/s has Leen added; 
and confequently an accumulation of debt and 
diſtreſs, from the neceſſary pie aid.---A cha- 
ritable eſtabliſhment from the city of London, or 
ſome of the great hoſpftals, for the relief and ſup- 
ply of unhappy patients in priſon, would be moit 
humane, and do them high honour. I Fave taken 
the liberty to mention it in converſation to ſome 
worthy perſons ; and heartily wiſh the preſent biz? 
may be noticed, ſo as to produce this neceſſary, 
ſalutary, and compaſſionate alleviation of the woes 


of fellow-creatures, ſufficiently diſtreſſed by con- 
ancment ! 


calls 
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calls upon us to declare the reſult of our 


experience. And, as our books continu- 


ally lie open for the inſpection of the pub- 


lic, and our meetings are equally open to 


all ſuch gentlemen as wiſh to concur in 
the humane deſign ; we are and ſhall be 
at all times ready to throw in ſuch aſſiſt- 
ance, and to unite in any ſuch efforts, as 
may be thought likely to forward a re- 
formation in this branch of our laws. 


It is not reaſonable to conceive, that ſuch 
reſormation1s impracticable; more imprac- 
ticable inours, than in any other country; 


Why ſhou'd this weed in Albion's jocund plain 
Inglorious flouriſh, and its honours tain ? 
No ſtate or region this misſortune knows, 


lere here alone the bancful poiſon grows! 
* * * * * * * * * 


Al! fates and regions in this rule agree, 
7 ate all there is---but jet the NEBTOR FREE. 
ENGLAND alone the ſad example fiands, 
With Liberty reſounding thro? her lands.“ 
See Epiſile to Lord North, the following Note 
Page 22. and the Poft/cripr, 


or 
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or that 772þ/:/orment myſt ſtill take place t) 
lecure the creditor, and give Ktability 
to property. For, without all queſtion, 
the wiſdom of Legiſlation can as eaſily 
provide for the mutual advantage of cre- 
ditor and debtor, in fmaller, as in greater 
concerns. And it ſeems to admit of no 
doubt, that, as matters at prelent are cir- 
cumſtanced, the creditor is not much 
more benefited by arreſts and impriſon- 
ment than the debtor himſelf. Such, at 


leaſt, is the caſe, if we may be allowed 
to judge by our experience ; whence we 
are fully taught, that the end deligned, 
or which alone ought to be deſigned, by 
the creditor (the recovery of his debt) 
is by no means obtained by the cruel 
method of confinement. 

It will appear from a review of our 
books, that far the greater part of thoſe 
whom we have delivered, have either paid, 
thro' our means, a triflng compoſition to 
their creditors; have been ſuperſeded ; 
or have been ſet free for the payment ot 

their 
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their fees, to their creditors' utter lols of 
the debt “. 
It is true, other reaſons may, and it is 
to be feared, ſometimes do influence the 
minds of creditors in the impriſonment 
of their unhappy debtors. Relentment, 
and a thirſt of revenge may incite them 
to have recourſe to this dreadful puniſh- 


Our books will ſupply abundant preofs : but I 
cannot help juſt ſpecifying a particular caſe, in con- 
firmation of what is ſaid above, and in page 7, &c. 
of the l. policy of ſuch proceeding ; and that is, of a 
young man, twenty-five years of age, with a wife 
and five young children, who had an employ- 
ment in one of our public offices. He was arreſted 
for ſeveral different ſums, to the amount of a hun- 
dred pounds or more; and, as he had nothing to pay, 
he remained fi/7een months in priſou, was deprived of 
his employment, and then all his actions were ſuper- 
ſeded by the Society for C. Thus the creditors loſt 
their ſevere] debts, and paid their own attornies ! 
While the tor loſt fifteen months of the prime 
part of his life, and an employment, by which, 
with attention and induſtry, he might have been 
able in time to have paid his creditors, and to 
2 ave ſupported his unfortunate wife and infants ! 


ment ; 
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ment; while they have no hopes of 
recovering their debt, they gratify at leaſt 
a diabolic paſſion, by harraſling, in the 
ſevereſt manner an unfortunate fellow- 
creature]! But while paſſions of this fort 
ſhould at all times be diſcountenanced, 
and the power of gratifying them un— 
queſtionably never put into the hands of 
individuals by equitable laws; it is certain, 
not from fact only, but from the plaineſt 
deductions of reaſon, that the only juſt 
and allowable end of impriſonment 
for debt juſt before-mentioned, can 
never be anſwered by it“. And ſurely, 

while 


* The Author of the Epiſtle before quoted hath 
very well expreſſed himſelf on this head :— 


„ Should you (my Lord) in life's vaſt ſcene behold 

The anxious wretch, whoſe ſole purſuit is gold, 

With knocking knecs ſor venal farthings baw], 

While from his purſe the dropping guineas fall ; 

Wou'd you not ſmile, and wonder what he 
meant, 

And turn regardleſs of his ſtrange complaint ? 

So he, that on the hapleſs deb/or preys, 


And ſeeks to torture by a thouſand ways, 
Pefuling 
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Here uſeful mei bers of the Rate we ſee, 
At home in exile, and in bonds thy? FREE, 


To friend and foe the hapleſs man applies; 
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while we are tender of the creditor's 


property, we ought at the ſame time 


to be equally tender of the debtor's li- 


berty ; and to remember, as a counter- , 
balance to the ſeverity of Juſlice on one 
hand 


Refuſing every proffer of his ſtore, 

In hopes confinement will afford him more; 

With equal frenzy ſhall his views pervade, 

And for the /ab/ance only graſp the ſhade. 
From bondage ſay, what benefits ariſe ? 

Tell, if you can, whom all acknowledge wiſe, 

For I——, 


In BonDAGE can't one BENEFIT diſcloſe, 

But, ſh-u*d you aſk, what EviLs may accrue ? 
Trovusanps, my Lord, that are unknown to you: 
* * * * * * * 
Immur'd till death, or, what is worſe, till fame 
With poiion'd breath pollutes the honeſt name, 
The hapleſs debtor is compell'd to ſhare 

His weight of anguiſh, and his load of care: 


* * * * - * * 


Diſtreſs'd, deſerted, torpid with ſurprize, 


He 
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hand, that Mercy ſhould hold the ſcale 


-on the other : as there are certainly hard 
and cruel Creditors, as well as deceitful 
and collufive Debtors. 

If, however, the Creditor 1s advantaged 
in no reſpect by the practice, it the Deb- 
tor is moſt cruelly puniſhed by it, —more 
cruelly than the moſt notorious malefac- 
tor, it ſurely is time to provide ſome me- 


He ſeeks relief, but ſeeks alas in vain! 
None heed his plaints, or mitigate his pain. 
The heartleſs creditor in vain he tries, 

For ſtill ch' inexorable wretch denies ; 

Who feels in gold alone each worldly good, 
And Shylock like will have his bond or blood ! 
Again he ſues, and offers aLL his fore, 

But ALL will not ſuffice, there muſt be more / 
That more than AU if any can obtain, 

Let thoſe who know the paradox, explain! 
By fools derided, and by knaves oppreſs'd, 
The prey of villains, and of ALL the jeſt, 
Depriv'd of fame, in expectation croſt, 

His heart deſponding, and his fortunes loſt, 
By want declining, and by friends enſnar'd, 
His hopes abortive, and his health impair'd, 
LirE only then remains the Plaintiff's prize; — 
Grief yielòs the tribute, and the debtcr dirs. 


thod 
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 thod better adapted to the intereſt of both, 


as well as the intereſt of ſociety in general. 

There are indeed a ſet of men in the 
community, much benefited by the pre- 
ſent inhuman mode of Arreſts and Im- 
priſonment, and who certainly would 
exert their utmoſt efforts for its con- 
tinuance. But they are of ſuch a ſpe- 


- cies, that it is to be hoped their con- 


ſideration can never have much in- 


fluence upon the thinking part of ſociety; 


on that part of ſociety, eſpecially, to 
whom the unhappy Debtors muſt make 
their appeal; from whoſe juſtice and 
humanity they mult expect redreſs. The 


enormous and ſcandalous fees, which 


Jailors *, Bailiffs, and Pettifoggers, the 


meaneſt and moſt deſpicable retailers of 


It might with juſtice be mentioned, as a con- 
ſiderable advantage derived from our Society, 
that it 1s a great check upon the conduct of Jail- 
ors, and a powerful means at once to awaken 
their humanity, and to render them more cautious 


of their proceedings towards their unhappy pri- 
4 ſoners. 


0 | the 


INTRODUCTION. 


xxvi 


the Law, derive from that ſource, very 


blood · ſuckers as they are of the vitals of 
the indigent and miſerable, 

« Half-ſtarv*d ſpiders, preying on half-ſtarv'd 

flies, 

are a reproach to our Courts of Juſtice 
to our national equity. They are a heavy 
burden on the wretched, already ſunk 
down and dying beneath their load of 
oppreſſion and diſtreſs: and they call 
upon the wiſdom and humanity of the 
worthy and exemplary Truſtees of our 
laws to remove them. 

We abound with many great, good, 
and truly reſpectable characters in this 
department of the ſtate: the vile Attor- 
neys, (would we could add with truth, 
Now an uſeleſs race) to whom I have juſt 
alluded, are certainly no reproach to that 
honourable proſeſſion, for they can 
ſcarcely be deemed of it. General re- 
fleQions upon any profeſſion are moſt 
illiberal ; nor will the ill practices of one 
or two, or even many profeſſors, jullity 


indiſcriminate reflections on the whole. 
I think 
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kr I think myſelf happy in an opportunity to 
declare, that in the courle of my little life, 
RY I have met with as many liberal, worthy, 
and humane men in the profeſſion of 
ice, the Law, as in any other : and our books 
avy and practice abundantly prove to us, 
Peak that gentlemen of conſequence and cha- 
165 racter in that buſineſs are ſeldom, if 
call ever concerned in thoſe vexatious Suits, 
the * Arreſts and Imprilonments which have 
ar come bclore us, and which originate 
| commonly from another quarter. On 
ood, that account I greatly flatter myſelf that 
_ the concurrence of /uch gentlemen will 
ltor- not be witheld from us: and, that as 
ruth, from their {kill and practice they are 
juſt beſt able, fo their wiſdom and humanity 
that will lead them to inveſtigate and apply 
An an adequate remedy for the evil. 
1 They cannot be engaged in a work 
Won more creditable to themſelves, more ad- 
ane vantageous to fociety, more humane and 
iſtify benevolent, And if they would be pleaſed 
Sos to point out a proper method, there can 
think 3 be no quellion, that the juſtice and wiſ- 
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dom of Parliament will readily take it 
up, and adopt a plan at once highly 
ſalutary to the ſubject and honourable 
to the State. For as the laws of Arreſls 
and Impriſonment for Debt now ſtand, 
they are, without all queſtion, an ex- 
treme diſgrace to our Conſtitution; ſince 
by means of them, actions not only the 
moſt unjuſt and injurious, but the moſt 
cruel and inhuman may be, and it is to 
be feared are daily practiſed. Nay, 
ſhocking to think ! under the ſanction of 
thoſe laws, the innocent man who owes 
not a farthing, may be barbarouſly torn 
from his houſe and his family! Horrid 
puniſhment - before any proof of guilt or 
wrong 1s, or can be given ;—puniſhment 
worſe than on the vileſt criminals, may 
be inflicted on him: for he may languiſh 
many months in doleful confinement 
without a poſſibility of redreſs: and at 
length, the infamous wretch who hath 
done him this wrong, may either be be- 
yond the reach, or unworthy the kand 
of juſt retribution, while the innocent 
man 
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man hath endured the moſt afflicting, 
and perhaps the moſt ruinous conſe- 
quences ! * 


Cc 3 le 


The Writer referred to, Page 6, &c. re- 
marks, that ſeveral inſtances occur and can be 
cited of perſons capable of making falſe Affida- 
vity cf Debts, who when they have procured a 
Wirit, arreſt and impriſonment of the pretended 
Debtor, decamp, or become inſolvent; the 
poor priſoner muſt however remain in conſine- 
ment many months, or two or three Terms be- 


fore his releaſe, and then can have no damages 


for the perjury or falſe impriſonment; no Writ 
ſhould therefore be iſſued upon an Affidavit only, 
nor without the ſecurity of two ſubſtantial Houſe- 
keepers for the appearance of the Plaintiff at the 
trial, and for his payment of any cofts, which will 
prevent many falſe oaths, and falſe impriſon- 
ments, to the ruin of numbers, and the deſtruction: 
of families. 

ouch public and private national injuries from 
the caprice, revenge, malevolence, obſtinacy, 


and even barbarity of. Creditors, ſhould be effec- 


+ tually obviated without delay, 


Many nations have ſuch humane, prudent 


} laws, particularly France, Flanders, Switzerland, 
+ Holland, &c. where no perſon can be arreſted 


dor Debt without.thrce previous Summonſes, and 


even 
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It will ſcarcely be believed, that ſuch 
laws exiſt ; that ſuch powers are in the 


hands 


even not then in his own houſe, apartment, or 
ſhop, though the doors be open, neither on Sun- 
days or Holidays, from motives of Benevolence 
ana Good Policy, of Religion and true Charity, 
that the public and private free exerciſe of moral 
and rcligious duties may not be obſtructed by 
private civil cauſes ; but no day is excepted from 
arreſts in England but Sunday, not even Chriſt- 
mas nor New-Year's Day, nor the moſt ſolemn 
Faſt-days. 

The preſent laws of arreſts are enormous, 
abſurd, unjuſt, irrational, and injurious to the 
Debtor, Creditor, and State, enriching only 
Pettifoggers, Bailiffs, and Jailors, the worſt, 
meaneſt, moſt deſpicable, and deteſtable of men, 
but impoveriſhing the Subject in the moſt cruel 
manner. A new cede of laws relative to, arreſts 
is then abſolutely neceſſary, which may be con- 
ſonant to Reaſon, Equity, Humanity, Policy, and 
to a ſree political Conſtitution. 

No perſon can be arreſted for debt, according 
to the laws of Scotland, without the leaſt warn. 
ing of an inſtant ; for the Debtor muſt have the 
notice of ſifteen days, by a ſummons to ſome 
Ccurt, and there have a fair hearing; if the 
debt be juſt, a caption is granted, but if he is in 
| arreſt, 
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hands of the malevolent, deſigning and 
worthleſs, in this kingdom fo boaſted of 
Cc 4 for 


arreſt, and pays or compromiſes the ſum, he 1s 
immediately releaſed, and cannot be detained a 
moment for the coſts, which are always ſolely 
paid by the Creditor, to prevent malevolent and 
illegal proceſſes; but if the Debtor be forced to 
go to priſon, he may inform his Creditor, by a 
Public Notary, of his intention to take the be- 
ncfit of the Queen's Act for Inſ-lvent Debtors, 
and after an impriſonment of eight days, he goes 
before a mapiirate, and makes a ceſſion of all 
his eſſects, upon oath, which inftantly releaſes 
him, unleſs a revengeful Creditor will alimens 
him, which muſt be done that very hour, and 
the maciſtrate is empowered to compel the in- 
exorable Creditor to give the allowance of ali- 
ment every day, according to the birth, ſtation, 
or family of the priſoner during his impriſon- 
ment, at ſix, twelve, or eighteen-pence a day. 

The ſalutary effects of theſe laudable meaſures 
prevent vexatious arreits and long impriſonments, 
to the ruin of the ſubjects, and to the detriment 
of the State, 

The important Act of Habeas Corpus wants 
many additional amendments, 'The fees and ex- 
pences to transfer a man from one priſon to ano- 
ther, are now exorbitant and grievous to a poor 

Priſoner, 
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for its Jaws and its liberty! Such Jaws 
let us hope will not long exiſt, and happy 
ſhall I think myſelf, happy will be the 
hour, that gave being to our Society, 
if any thing we have done or ſaid can, 
though in the loweſt degree, lead to 


Priſoner for debt, and ſhould be reduced to a 
guinea, or rather much leſs, even to a few fliil- 
lings, without requiring him to go before a 
Judge for the transfer, which often cauſes very 
expenſive and ruinous delays, by the abſence of 
the Judges from London in ſummer, and during 
the aſizes. An office ſhould be conſtantly open 
for that purpoſe, and a proper perſon appointed, 
with a good ſalary, and enjoined to regular at- 
tendance, either in perſon, or by a Deputy, in 
London, 

No civil outlawry ſhould be granted without 
three weekly previous ſummonſes from the Plain- 
tiff to the Defendant in perſon, if the latter is in 
the Dominions, and the laſt ſummons ought to be 
made particularly before two credible and re- 
putable witneſſes, to verify it by affidavit from 
the tlainiiff and them, that the Defendant had 
received it in due form, to prevent any clandeſtine 
means in obtaining the Outlawry without his 
knowledge by ſurreptitious notices, too often prac- 
tiſed at preſent by falſe aſſertions and oaths. P. 
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aboliſh this cruel defect, this unjuſt, im- 
politic, inhuman, immoral f practice, this 
vile opprobrium of our State, 

Till, however, this deſirable and happy 
end ſhall be accompliſhed, we have 
thought proper to lay before the public 
a ſtate of our Charity, the rules by 
which we proceed ꝓ, and the methods we 

C5, take 


+ The Author of the“ Memoirs of the Year 


two theuſand five hundred, obſerves in his ſtrong 
manner, © Yes, Magiſtrates, it 1s your 1gnorance, - 


your idleneſs, and precipitation, which cauſe de- 
ſpair among the poor; you 1mpriſon a man for 
a mere trifle, . and place him by the fide of a 
miſcreant; you corrupt, you poiſon his mind, 
and. then leave him forgot, amidſt a herd of 
abandoned wretches ; but he does not forget your 
injuſtice : as you -obſerve no proportion between 
the crime and the puniſhment, he imitates your 
example, and all things become equal to him. 
Vol. I. p. 51, ſee alſo p. 5. foregoing. 

To make this little Book as complete as we 
can, and in ſome degree entertaining as well as 
improving to our Readers, we have not only 
printed the Sermon, from which the deſign origi- 
nated the Rules of the Society, — the Exhortation 
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take, in our humble way, to counter- 
work this capital defect, and to oppoſe 
ſome of its pernicious and malignant 
conſequences. The ſucceſs and appro- 
bation which have hitherto attended our 
endeavours, abundantly atteſt the utility 
and humanity of our plan, and the pub- 
lic ſenſe of it. Diſintereſted in our views, 
and deſirous of imparting conlolation 
and relief to the unhappy, of what- 
ever country, of whatever perſuaſion ;— 
I for to be men, and impriſoned, fellow- 
| creatures and wanting relief is a ſufficient 
| claim on our benevolence F, - We ſhall 
| procced with all imaginable alacrity ; and 
have no doubt, that as the exigencies of 
the diſtreſſed ſhall demand, the benevo- 
lence of the Public will reach out a ſuf- 


to the perſons delivered, —the Li of Subſcribers, 
and the Forms of our general buſineſs; but two or 
three pieces of Poetry, which, we hope, will not 
l be unacceptable of improper, as the firſt Op E in 
particular, being ſet to muſic, is deſigned for per- 
formance on future occaſions, and may therefore 
be welcome to ſuch as ſhall attend to hear it. 
+ See note, p. 4. x 
ficient | 
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ficient ſupply *®. We obſerve with plea- 


ſure, that no charitable inſtitution hath 
met with a more heart-felt and univerſal 
c 6 con- 


* In a Pamphlet before me, intitled © the Ex- 
traordinary Caſe of William Penrice,”” we are in- 
formed of ſeveral legacies for the relief of Priſoners, 
which the Author inſinuates, are not applied to 
the purpoſes for which they were bequeathed, 
and concerning which, it would be a matter of 
great humanity for thoſe to enquire who are pro- 
perly ſkilled or authorized to do ſo, as they 
might be applied to the beſt end, Penrice ſays, 
there are a greater number of legacies not yet 
diſcovered, than thoſe ſpecified in the following 


Iiſt. 


iſt, The legacy of Mr. Henry Brown, late 
linen draper in the Borough of Southwark, of 
col. fer ann. as may appear by the donor's will 
1a Doctor's Commons, 

2. The legacy of Mr. James Dodd of zol. per 
ann. to be paid out of a farm at Hartly-row, near 
Hertford Bridge, in the county of Southampton; 
ſome years paſt in the occupation of Mr. Cile, 
who lived on the ſaid farm. 

3. The legacy of Arthur Child, of the county of 
Hertford, Eſq; of 241. per ann. to be paid out of 
2z0l. per aun. lying in the pariſh of Stephenage 

n 
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concurrence ; no objections worthy the 
leaſt notice have been urged againſt it ; 
indeed, it ſeems liable to none, or very 
inconſiderable ob;eQtions F of any fort : 

But 


in the ſaid county. This legacy was left in the 
year 1669. 

4. The legacy of Mr. Sam. Weſt, citizen of Lon- 
don, of 16. per ann. to be paid out of a ground 
rent ariſing from ſeveral houſes in Coleman: ſtreet, 
London. 

5. The legacy of Mr. John Hill, of Charlton in 
the county of Kent, of 124. per ann. to be paid 
out of an eſtate at Charlton aforeſaid ; ſome years 
paſt in the occupation of Sir William Longham. 
This legacy was left in the year 165 4. | 

6. The legacy of the family of the Luſhingtons 
of 111. 13s. 4d. per ann. as may appear by the 
donor's will in Doctor's Commons. 

7. The legacy of Robert Henley, Eſq; of 100. 
per ann. payable by the poſſeſſors of an eſtate 
lying near the church at Harrow on the Hill, in 
the county of Hertford, which eſtate 15 now, or 
was late, in the family of the Walldoes. 

The foregoing legacies amount to 153/. 125. 44. 
fer ann. and have not been paid to the poor 
priſoners for many years palt. 

+ A benevolent writer hath touched upon the 
only one I have heard. *« Amidſt the large 

number 
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But what of liuman works, of men, or 
things is, or can be free from all poſſibi- 


lity 
number of objects (ſays he) diſcharged by the li- 
berality of the Publie, thro' the interpoſition of 
the Charity in queſtion, it may probably be ſug- 
geſted, “that ſome of them are of an inferior me- 
„fit, of dubious characters, and the quality of 
« whoſe claim for pity and relief cannot perhaps 
„ be eaſily aicertained.” This I know (for I have 
heard it) has been urged by fome perſons as an ar- 
gument, not only againſt the 'Thatched- Houſe 
Society, but againſt many other benevolent and 
very laudable eſtabliſhments in Great-Britain : 
But I cannot think that ſuch iuiwuations ſhould 
be dignified by the name of argument. Surely 
they are the haſty effuſions of little thought, of 
leſs feeling, and totally unwarranted by the ſpirit 
of pure religion. 

It is no uncommon thing for thoſe who are at 
eaſe in Zion, and fatten in Goſhen, to forget, or 
fail to grieve at, the afflictions of Joſeph. Let 
me give the idea in far better language than my 
own, by an extract from my favcurite Bard, 
who warmly and with a pathetic indignation ex- 
claims, 

Ah little think the gay, licenticus, proud, 
Whom pleaſure, power, and afluence ſurround: 
Ah little think they, while they dance along, 

| How 
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lity of objection? It ſpeaks to the heart, 
— it addreſſes every man's ſenſibility, 1 
and 


How many pine in want and dungeon glooms ; 
Shut from the common air and common uſe 
il Of their own limbs! IIow many drink the cup 
i! Of baleful grief, or eat the bitter bread 

| Of miſery !---For ſure th* awakening thought 

| 'The conſcious heart of Charity would warm, ; 
il And her wide wiſh benevolence dilate ! 

| The ſocial tear would riſe, the ſocial figh, 

| The ſocial paſſions work!“ 


Tis no leſs an honour to our nature than a ſweet 
| cordial to every ſympathetic breaſt to obſerve how 
i deeply conſiderations like theſe have already in- 
lf fluenced numbers of liberal benefactors in behalf 
Il of the unhappy priſoners. May their numerous 
liſt be largely increaicd for the comfort of many a 
poor helpleſs fellow-creature, whoſe real ſuffer- 
ings none can adequately feel, but ſuch as are eye- 
witneſſes of their melancholy ſituation ! 


Can I forget the generous band, 
Who, touch d with human woe, redreſſive ſearch'd 
| Into the horrors of the gloomy goal? 
| Unpitied and unheard, where miſery moans 
| Where ſickneſs pines, where thirſt and hunger 
burn, 
And poor misfortune feels the laſh of vice.” 
See THOMPSON's Miuter. 
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and every man's reaſon. Humanity and 
Juſtice equally plead for it T: And, in 


CO- 


+ Such is the language of an humane writer in 
one of the public prints, recommending our Cha- 
„Men reſemble the Deity in nothing 
ſo much as in doing good to their fellow-crea- 
tures,” ſays a learned Heathen. Chriſtians and 
Engliſhmen readily feel and allow the energy and 
truth of this benign ſentence. Ot all ſufferers, 
the priſoner and his hapleſs family, perhaps, ex- 
perience the molt ſevere and complicated diſtreſs, 
Separation from domeſtic ſociety, and its com- 
forts; unavoidable neglect of a deſerted offspring, 
diſeaſe of body, anguiſh of mind, diſappointment 
in temporal views, prejudice of morals, and infa- 
my in the world's too general eſteem, are but 
ſome of the many obvious calamities incident to 
impriſonment. In the former part of life I well 
remember to have ſeen an honeſt man, with ſix or 
ſeven little wretched dapendauts upon him for 
bread, rendered utterly deſtitute, and himſelf 
languiſhing under the hourly horrors ef a gaol ! 
What was this miſerable creature himſelf to do in 
circumſtances like theſe ? What power or cppor- 
tunity could the poor woman, his widow'd wife, 
obtain to make a neceſlary proviſion for her father- 
Or what moral 
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conſequence we ſee, that its propoſal not 
only met with an inſtantaneous and li- 
beral encouragement in the Metropolis, 
but 1s likely to extend itſelf throughout 
the kingdom. For, in ſeveral of our 
principal towns and cities, ſimilar inſtitu- 
tions are already eſtabliſhed. 


care or attention could they, pitiable infants ! 
enjoy amidſt the ſoul-harrowing diſtractions of 
maternal anguiſh? I never could think of this 
ſcene without pain; and as well do ] recolle& how 
the horrid ſcene was changed, when, by the inter- 
poſition of an humane fellow-creature, this wretch- 
ed father was releaſed from priſon, reſtored to his 
wife, his offspring again placed under his parental 
eye, and himſelf, through the intereſt of his 
friend, reinſtated in the wonted labours of his 
handicraft employ. For, alas! full often it re- 
quires intereſt to procure employment for the man 
recently enlarged from a gaol, which, to many 
vorthy minds, carries with it the idea of ſome- 
thing igneminious and unſafe. “ Surely, though: 
J, on ſo pleaſing a view, one ſigh for the diſtreſſed 
is the glory and happineſs of human nature !—It 
is humanity—it 1s the Deity himſelf breathing in 
the boſom of his creatures!“ B. 
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For my own part, I cannot but rejoice 
in the happy event; and, as no man can 
deprive me of that joy, ſo no man of 
feeling can doubt its warmth and ſince- 


- rity !——It is indeed almoſt a ſufficient 


counterbalance to the many cruel flan- 
ders, falle and wicked calumnies, 1njuri- 
ous and unmerciful perſecutions, I have 
met with from the envy and malice, the 
cruelty and ſeverity of my fellow-crea- 
tures It would be an entire counterba- 
lance, did not my mind feel a peculiar and 


pungent uneaſineſs, with reſpect to others, 


on the reflection, that a life ſpent—moſt 
ſincerely ſpent with a continual view to the 
good of mankind, — ſhould produce fo un- 
kind, ſo hard a return from them! For I 
can lay, with the ſtricteſt truth, and appeal 
for that truth to the Searcher of all hearts, 
and the dread Judge of all actions, that 
my firſt wiſh and purſuit, thro” life, has 
been the ſpiritual and temporal good of 
my fellow- creatures; and the higheſt, 


deareſt 
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deareſt. gratification of my ioul—the com- 
munication of that good | 


For more than three and twenty years I 
have lived in a public endeavour to com- 
manicate that good — and it has pleaſed 
the gracious diſpoſer of all ble ſſings amply 
to crown my wiſhes, and to make me 1n- 
ſtrumental in that molt delightful of all 
ſervices. I might have hoped —it was the 
vain thought of my mind to have paſſed 
thro' life, at leaſt with peace, if not with 
applauſe, But, alas! it hath happened 
to me far otherwiſe ! and may the wiſdom 
of Providence be bleſt and adored ! May 
that Providence fupport and enable me, 
thro the kindneſs and humanity of my 
worthy friends, {lll to go on! And tho 
I may in ſome meaſure ſay, with our 
great ExEmyetar, and I hope without 
preſumption, Many good works have I done, 


for whuch of theſe do ye ſtone me ?—tho'l 


have met with abuſe and ſcandal for my 
beſt efforts; calumny and falſhood for my 
ſincereſt 


eee eee 


„„ RE ne i A 


youre 


zur 
out 
me, 


; 
2 
9 
4 
1 
f 
N 
1 
ts 
* 
* 
g 
. 
oy 
4 
* 
2 


nr Et ES 


dap. 


* 
# 
. 
. 
2 
#4 
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ſincereſt labours; perſecution and puniſh- 
ment for actions where I am unconſcious 
of the leaſt blame or wrong: tho' I have 
never received from Society, from the 
higheſt or the loweſt, the ſlighteſt tem- 
poral advancement ; tho' I have been 
treated, amidſt the moſt zealous diſcharge 
of my duty to God, of loyalty to my King, 
of good-will to mankind, with as little 
mercy, as if I had been the verieſt peſt 
and nuiſance of ſociety : Yet have I no 
doubt, that the great God, the avenger 
of the innocent, will one day take my 
cauſe in hand! And, alliſted by his grace, 
ſupported by the teſtimony of my conſci- 
ence, protected and favoured by my many 
kind and ſympathetic friends—to whom 
I am for ever indebted !—and,conſcious of 
an upright, ſingle intention to diffuſe 
happineſs—I will maintain my chearful- 
nels, my application: I will purſue my 
purpoſes : I will not reſt in the work of 
Piulonthropp! I will go on; and molt 
irmly truit, that I ſhall be made inſtru- 

mental 
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mental to offer yet to my country © oxz 
OTHER PLAN OF PUBLIC UTILITY, Which 
I have no doubt they will approve, and 
encourage no leſs than the MacpaLlts, 
and the Socitery FOR DEBTORS. 


ern Streaty WILLIAM DODD, 
Feb. 28, FFLL 
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Smeg the preceding Introduction was written, 
a ſeries of letters, printed in the Public Ledger, 
have been put into my hands. The judicious 
writer has enlarged on many ſubjects, upon which 
my purpoſe led me only to glance: I have, 
therefore ſubjoined ſome extracts from them 
and, tho? it is much to be wiſhed, that his man- 
ner had been in ſome reſpedcts leſs acrimonious, 
yet every man will unite with me to commend 
his laudable endeavours in the humane cauſe. 


He propoſes to treat of, 


I. The Puniſhment of the Debtor, 
II. The Recovery of the Debt, 
III. The Rewerge of the Plaintiff; and 
IV. The Advantages ariſing to the Courts of 
Juſtice, &c. 


Concerning the 1ſt —— The PurxisHMErT of the 
Debtor, He obſerves — That Debtors may be 
diſtinguiſned into two claſſes; he who becomes 


ſo from colluſon; and he who becomes ſo from 
caſualty or misfortune,” 


If 


xlv1 COSTS ST 0» 


If any one can commit an action to deſerve 
perpetual impriſonment, it is the calluſive debtor. 
Yet, ſtrange as it may appear, his knavery and 
duplicity, which ought to bring down the ſevereſt 
cenſure of our laws, ſerve but the ſtronger to for- 
tity him againſt their malignancy; and he who 
deſerves their puniſhment in the greateſt extent, 
in reality the leaſt ſuſtains it: for impriſonment, 
to a man of this diſpoſition, becomes the very 
goal or ultimate of his intentions, whoſe machi- 
nations and plots, to accompliſh his ſeeming de- 
ſtruction, have perhaps been agitated many 
months, previous to his apparent misfortune ; 
who, with only the externals of inſolvency, ſut- 
fers an attachment on his perſon, and chearfully 
ſurrenders himſelf to thoſe chains he has ſo long 
been artfully forging, with a purſe flowing as bis 
ſpirits, Want, the companion of the wretched, 
in vain aſſails him: Plenty decks his table, and 
jocund mirth dilates the laughing hours; While 
the overflowing cup animates the Cytherean com- 
panions of his night! The idea, that impriſon- 
ment can be a puniſhment to a man under theſe 
circumſtances, muſt inſtantly vaniſh; for he pre- 
pares for his catraftrophe with the vizard of di. 
treis, but latently ſmiles at the approach of dan - 
ger; while his property is conveyed by previous 
aſſignments, apparent gifts, ſpurious loans; an 
with the externals of poverty, he poſſeſſes a ge. 
nial fortune, fabricated on the ruin of the credu- 


lous, 


* 


\ . „ k " Fat =P; * 
r „ . Koons 


* 


3 


ren A ed; 
„ 


r. OS 2 


> 


22 
„ 


8 


— — — 


„ , „ £14 | 


eſerve 
ebtor. 
y and 
vereſt 
o for- 
who 
xtent, 
ment, 
very 
achi- 
9 de- 
many 
une; 
_ ſuf 
fully 
long 
as bis 
ched, 
and 
vhile 
com- 
iſon- 
theſe 
pre- 
diſ. 
dan: 


joue 


S 


7 — 2 


the effort will be vaan : 


xlvii 


POSTICAIPT. 


T tous, honeſt, and unſuſpecting dealer. On theſe 
may the laws ſhed their keeneſt powers ! But, alas! 
the premeditated ſhie!d 
protects him, and he lives invulnerable to the aſ- 
faults of the moſt ſkilful. Such is the col/uffve 
debtor, whoſe puniſhment may be ſaid to produce 


an effect retrograde to its very intent, benefitting 
* thoſe it is intended to correct. 


Theſe facts, being truths incontrovertible, de- 


monſtrate that impriſonment can be no puniſh- 


ment to the co/lu/rve Debtor ; and therefore the in- 


tent of the proſecution becomes nugatory : for he 
who has no character to loſe, no honour to be in- 


jured, nor any conſcience to be wounded, ſtands 


* rubricate to the attacks of mankind, and lauzhs 
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at their feeble efforts. 
But the Debtor ſrom misfortune is a character of 


a a different teint; the very outlines of whole mi- 


ſery it is difficult to imagine ! and whoſe real ſuf- 
ferings it is impoſſible to deſcribe! Eager in the 
purſuit of honour, tenacious of reputation, and 
ſolicitous for the good opinion of the world, he 
labours through life with the greateſt avidity, and 
the moſt honeſt induſtry ; his wife, his children, 
and his reputation flouriſh around him, and baſk 
in the ſunſhine of his proſperity : When, amidſt 
this apparent ſecurity, perhaps the villainy or 
prejudice of his neighbours may blaſt his reputa- 
tion ; a loſs may be ſuſtained by fire ; his credit 
may have been given too largely; his engage- 
n.ents 
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ments may have been too extenſive, or his loſſes 
ſudden and conſiderable: From all, or any of 
theſe motives, his payments may not have been % 
regular and certain as cuſtomary ; the conſequence 
of which is perhaps an immediate arreſt, and the 
unhappy man (who often ſuffers more from che 
ignominy and ſubverſion of his fortune, than the 
creditor from the loſs of his money) is in a mo- 
ment dragged from his weeping wite and family, 
from his friends and from his dwelling ; and, un- 
able to pay ſufficient to ſatisfy his creditors, hi; 
property 1s confiſcated ; his wife, his children, 
from affluence and gentility, are turned into the 
world in a ſtate of poverty and miſery ! 

It is in vain for a man in theſe circumſtances to 
repreſent the honeſty of his intentions. His abi- 
lity to pay twenty ſhillings in the pound is fled, 
and with it every ſoctal virtue: Such, at leaſt, is 
the opinion of the ſucceſsful part of mankind, 
Misfortune creates the metamorphoſis, and the 
tranſition 1s inſtantaneous ; he, who before had 
honour and punctuality, whoſe reputation was 
unblemiſhed, whoſe induſtry was commended, 
whoſe gentility and courteſy were reſpected, and 


whoſe religion and morals were quoted as exam- | 
ples to his neighbours, in a moment becomes di- | 


veſted of all. His honour becomes pride; his 
reputation is thought duplicity ; his induſtry is 
interpreted cunning ; his gentility 13 repreſented 
as extravagance, and his religion miſconſtrued 

hypocriſy ; 


r 


0 4 
A 437506. 2 — 


lofles 
ny of 
een o 
uence 
d the 
m che 
in the 
mo- 
mily, 
I, un- 
8, his 
ldren, 
to the 


ces to 
is abi- 
s fled, 
aſt, 15 
alkind, 
nd the 
e had 
n was 
ended, 
, and 


exam- 
les di- 
>» his 


iſtry is 
ſented 
\{ſtrued 
criſy ; 


"_ 
FEOF nb er 


FO $7.8 CALF 0. xlix 


hypocriſy: Himſelf and family are ruined, his 

credit is loſt, his virtue contaminated, every 
comfort of life is denied; and, to compleat the 
® cataſtrophe, the unhappy man, with a principle 
excited by inclination, but retarded by inability, 
is condemned to Impriſonment, and to the ſuf- 
© fering of its greateſt rigours. 


II. Concerning the ſecond conſequence of im- 
priſonment, viz. the Recovery of the Debt, it is 


Z obſerved, that though this is truly eſſential, and 
the general purſuit of the plaintiff; yet it deſtroys 
© itſelf by the very means that are attempted to ac- 
7 compliſh it, (z. e.) by confinement. © Various 
are the reaſons which may be produced in proof of 


the aſſertion, but the following are perhaps the 
moſt eligible to conſideration. When one perſon 
arreſts another, he is ſuppoſed to do it with an 
intent of obtaining his debt, and therefore the 
money is expected, or a temporary and additional 
ſecurity by bail; on the failure of which, im- 


3 priſonment generally follows, and if the firſt of- 
fers of a compromiſe are refuſed, the debtor has 
= never an opportun:ty again of repeating them, 


becauſe, from confinement, a decreaſe or abate- 


ment of property becomes certain. For the ex- 
pences ariſing to a debtor on his path to, and 


when in confinement, are very great; and the 


1 inconfiderate plaintiff ſeldom gives himſelf time 
| to reflect, that it is the property of himſelf and 


* 2thers, which is by theſe means hourly diminiſh- 
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ing. But, already precipitated in the ſtream, he 
plunges on to the deſtruction of the debtor, and 
the certain loſs of his debt; ſeldom cooling to 
judge of the confequences, *till his attention i; 
awakened by a long bill from his attorney for 
the payment of the incidental charges, In the 
mean time the defendant finding the plaintiff inex- 
orable, ſpeedily converts every part of his ſub- 
ſtance into money, to ſupport him while in con- 
finement, and 1s thereby conſuming that property 
which, if timely taken, might have afforded a 
decent dividend. Thus both become injured by 


the very means of which they attempt to avail _ 


themſelves ; and it may thence be inferre |, that 
ſo far from a priſon leading to the recovery of the 
debt, it becomes the very M-e//roem of the debt- 
or's remaining property, which is preſently in- 
gulphed, and totally loſt in the vortex. 

It may be obſerved, that, ** ſhould any of the 
debtor's effects appear after he is impriſoned, and 
rendered in execution, the plaintiff can certainly 
avail himſelf by a Feri facias.” This is admitted, 
but it may be neceſſary at the ſame time to know 
that it cannot be iſſued until a d;/charge of the 1m- 
priſoned perſon is firſt obtained. 

Therefore, confining the body to obtain a re- 
covery of the debt, becomes perfectly nugatory, 
and in the very natural reaſon of things abſurd; 
becauſe, as no property is attainable while the 
body is confined, conſequently confinement does 
away the recovery. If property, therefore, is the 
purſui: 
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purſuit of the plaintiff, ſhould it not be expected 
that he would originally proceed againſt it, with- 
out attaching the body ? 

It is true, ſhould there not be ſufficient effects 
to diſcharge the demand of the plaintiff, the body 
hecomes afterwards anſwerable for the deficiency. 
But, as that body 1s ſuppoſed to be then in a ſtate 
of actual inſolvency, it becomes a caption, or a 
mere corpus mortuum ; and can only ſerve to gra- 
tify the wantonneſs or malice of the plaintiff, 
which ſometimes 1s a greater inducement to an 
arreſt, than the defire of recovering the debt. 

This truly ſavage diſpoſition is too obvious in 
this, and in many other inſtances relating to debt; 
but in none more ſo, than in the arreſting a dead 
body ! *T1s with regret I obſerve, that this diſpo- 
fition ſtill prevails in the minds of ſome, who 
have that implacable ferocity, that they would 
attack the ſoul, and deprive it of its immortality, 
was there a poſſibility of recovering the mammon 
of this world by the proceeding. —But I will draw 
a veil over this picture, too horrid for the idea of 
religion, morality, or humanity. 

The Recovery of the Deht becomes alſo fre- 
quently void by the Creditor's not perfectly un- 
derſtanding the conſequences of an arreſt; Who 
generally imagines that the expences finiſh with 
the writ, &c. as the attorney, for the moſt part, 


is unwilling to intimidate him with an account of 
| Declarations, Notices, Iſſues, Judgment, and Exe- 


d 2 


crulion ; 
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cution; which muſt all have a regular proceed 
ing ; for, on the leaſt lapſe or default, the debtor 
becomes diſcharged by Super/edeas, and the coſts 
fall on the plaintiff, which are generally very 
conſiderable, and greatly add to the original debt. 
Numbers are hus diſcharged from impriſonment 
every term; the inability of proceeding, or dread 
of further expence, in the plaintiff, often deter- 
mines him to loſe the debt, rather than add to it 
by proceeding to execution, 

The recovery of debt may alſo at any time be 
rendered void (ſhould the debtor be of a diſhone!! 
principle, and poſſeſſed of a moderate portion of 
money) by bailing out the action before he is in 
execution: This is frequently done, and in con- 
ſequence thereof the debtor's perſon becomes im- 
mediately at liberty; which may find a ſecure 
aſylum beyond the ſeas till it is convenient and 
ſafe to return. It is true, the plaintiff, in this 
inſtance, has recourſe to the bail; but it is ſel- 
dom attended with ſucceſs, as every term in 
Weſtminſter-hall evinces ; for the perſons, who 
engage in theſe precarious ſecurities, are ſenſible 
of their riſque, and are therefore prepared again! 
every attack, and ſo perfectly acquainted with 
every chicanery, that they generally tire the mot 
expert and determined. 

From the ſeveral inſtances before-mentioned, 
the recovery of the debt mult appear totally annihi- 
lated, or at leaſt removed ſo far from the point of 
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view, as to be ſcarce perceptible; it 1s evidently 
the eſſential purſuit of the plaintiff, and yet is 
rarely, if ever, accompliſhed, Impriſonment for 
debt, therefore, on its preſent foundation, is 1rra- 
tional and inconſiſtent ; the very intent, or effect, 
being perfecily deſtroyed in the attempt; it is 
wantoning with the diſtreſſes of each other, with 
no other gratification than that of revenge; it is 
proceeding againſt the unfortunate with a ſeverity 
which the barbarity of ſavages would ſhrink at, 
and with a cruelty that humanity and civil policy 
muſt bluſh to acknowledge: It is Domitian 
CATCHING FLIES,” 

III. Concerning the 3d—the Revenge of the 
Plaintiff, this writer obſerves, that The execie- 
tien Or remiſſion of puniſhment is totally in the cre- 
ditor's power, and he becomes a deſpotic monarch, 
from whoſe determination there is no appeal, and 
whoſe arbitrary egotiſm nothing can remove, but 
the unanimous concurrence of the whole king- 
dom, 

There is, perhaps, no nation in the univerſe 
(at leaſt I hope fo for the honour of its legiſlators) 
that permits ſuch an authority to be exerciſed by 
one ſubject cover the liberty and property of ano- 
ther. It may indeed be objected, that“ Bail will 
prevent an immediate exertion of the power;“ 
but, ſtrange as it may appear, it is a fact, that 
many perſons, in apparent flouriſhing circumſtan- 
ces, Cannot procure it; and then, on the mere 
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oath of the plaintiff, the debtor is committed 
cloſe priſoner to a jail : and, ſhould it happen at 
the end of that term, which is previous to what 
the lawyers call their long vacation, he may then 
remain in this confinement ſix or eight months, 
without a poſſibility of enlargement, or in any 
manner determining the pretenſions of the plain- 
tiff; and at the expiration of this time, ſhould 
they be found /pecious, the debtor has no redreſs, 
but what is to be procured by a long and expen- 
five law-ſait, which his impriſonment has, per- 
haps, rendered him totally incapable of purſuing, 
Could we be ſufficiently intimate with the mi- 
ſerics of our fellow-creatures from this cauſe, to 
refle on all the very dreadful conſequences of this 
power, which is given to one ſubject to exerciſe 
over another; to what ſcenes of iniquity and op- 
preſſion would it not lead the mind? as it would 
be fcnnd to tend to the encouragement of every 
vice, and the ſubverſion of religion and morality. 
It may be argued, that the intent of this mode 
of proceeding was, and ſtill may be, to pro- 
vide for the welfare ard ſecurity of the ſubject; 
to check public fraud; and“ to ſecure the pro- 
perty of the individual.” Thoſe who draw con- 
eluſions from external objects only, may reſt ſa- 
tizfed with ſuch an allegation in defence of the 
proceedings; but the judicious and penetrating, 
who look beneath the veil, will quickly diſcover 
ſuch dark, iniquitous, and oppreſſive fabrications, as 
| would 
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would diſhonour the moſt inhoſpitable and ſavage 
nations, The eſtabliſhment of this arbitrary cul- 
rom may not be improperly compared to that of 
the Hoy BaoTutn noo, who have authoriſed 
a court for the protection of Chriſtianity, which 
they ſupport by the very violation of thole precepts 
they have ſworn to defend. 

Should a man, from reſentment or worldly ad- 
vantage, be induced to commit Murder, the pre- 
{-nt mode of impriſonment for debt ſecurely points 
him out the path : for, on his Aigle oath, he has 
it in his power to take out a writ, and confine 
the body of another, although he ſhall not be in- 
debted to him, nor perhaps ever has been. Yet, 
as the puniſhment precedes the conviction of the 
crime, the victim may, pernaps, ſuffer ſe. en or 
eight months impriſonment before the propriety 
of the proceeding 15 determined : during which 
time the man may become ruined in his reputa- 
tion, and his real creditors, (governed, perhaps, 
by that common, but miſtaken maxim, „That 
the unfortunate are always in the wrong,”) may 
lodge detainers againſt him for ſums, which it 
May then not be in his power to diſcharge ; when 
if the miſery of his condition does not work upon 
him to deſtroy himſelf, or periſh by a broken 
neart, he may ſecurely be removed by medicine, 
For, notwithitanding the Jurors are obliged to fix 
on the body, the inquiſition on a man who dies in 
confinement, (and therefore, for the moſt part, 
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forſaken by his friends) carries with it more thc 
form of law, than the execution ! Particular as thi: 
repreſentation muſt appear, yet theſe things may 
be; it would, perhaps, not be difficult to ſhew 
that they have been. 

* Is a man inclined to deprive another of hi, 
wife, to debauch his daughter, to corrupt his 
niece, or run away with his ward? An attach- 
ment of the body of their protector, ſtrikes out 
the path to lead to the accompliſhment ; there i; 
nothing that wealth cannot attain, nor the hand 
of power accompliſh, ſupported by the cuſtom of 
arreſt, Nor is there any vice, however flagrant, 
any oppreſſion, however iniquitous, but what can 
be perpetrated by the combination of wicked 
men, and the preſent mode of impriſonment for 
debt.“ 

Such are the conſequences which may and do 
follow the reientment or revenge of the plaintiff, 


IV. Concerning the 4th, the advantazes to the 
Courts, it is obſerved, that, „If the cuſtom of 
arreſt cannot be aboliſhed, nor impriſonment for 
debt removed: Both with propriety, at leaf, 
may be laid under ſuch regulations, as ſhall be fo 
reconcileable to prudence, and adequate to jultice, 
that, while the confinement of the debtor is ren- 
dered eaſy and conſiſtent, the claim of the credi- 
tor ſhall become more ſecure. 

„The fr/ particular obſervation, which may 
be neceſſary in regard to arreſts is, “ that all 
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| F, charges attending an arreſt, and its conſequences, 


ſhall fall on the plaintiff.” 
in the firſt inſtance, prevent a num ber of villain- 
ous and vexatious Writs; nor will a man be 
obliged to lie many months in priſon ozly for his 


'This regulation will, 


ten when he becomes diſcharged by ſuperſedeas 


on the diſcontinuance of an action. 
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This is ſo 
general a caſe, and thought ſo worthy commile- 
ration, that it has awakened the attention of the 
humane and benevolent, who have for.n2d them- 
ſelves into a SocttETYAT THE THATCH'D Hovse 
Tavern, for the relief of ſuch as may remain in 
this truly deplorable ſituation; for a debtor may 
frequently, from various cauſes, be relieved from 
the debt, and not have the power to pay coſt or 
fees: whereas, did they fall on the plaintiff, the 


debtor would in conſequence become inſtantly diſ- 


charged, whenever this action became ſuperſedeablo. 


* Another Inſtance may be urged, to enforce 
the ncceſſity of ſuch a regulation. A man is of- 
ten arreſted from malice or caprice, without be- 


ing applied to for the debt, and often without 
any account rendered; becauſe the plaiatiff, in 


the preſent 1nſtance, is ſure not to ſufter for his 


@ wantonneſs (unleſs it is carried to iſle, which 


may not often be the caſe) and the coſts conſe- 


quently fall on the debtor, which, on the preſent 


W fathionable mode of Caption, by what the law- 
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to the incurred expence, it would, in a gteat 
part, or perhaps totally put a pericd to ſuch 
abuſes, as he would never proceed to an arre!, 
without a poſitive probability of recovering the 
money.“ 


The ſecond regulation propoſed is, ©& To abo. 
liſn the abuſe of ſearching the office, which is a 
practice of the moſt alarming kind, and particy. 
larly demands redreſs.” A man ihall be arreiles 
in either of the four counties, at any diilatcy 
from the metropolis, and although the mouc, 
ſhall be paid in diſcharge of the debts and coll, 
together with every attending expence, yet ſhall 
this man be held in cuſtody, and perhaps forced 
to London, under pretence that © the office muſt 
be ſearched” before he can be diſcharged, to knoy 
if any other writs are againſt him, from a 1c- 
ceived opinion that the Sheriff is an{werebie for 
every writ that is againſt the deb:or : But this is 
notoriouſly nothing more than trifling with the 
misfortunes of mankind, to augment the fees of 
office; for, if cuſtom, as well as law, is founded 
on reaſon, it muſt declare, that the Sheriff is ſuſ- 
ficiently exonerated by making a return to the 
real caption, without being expected to anſwer 
for thoſe with which he is not actually charged. 
This is ſo flagrant an impoſition, and ſuch an abuſe 
of office, as cannot long eſcape that regulation it 
demands. It may not, perhaps, be improper to 
obſerve, that in France ** no ſecond charge can 
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be lodged againſt the body, *till it is free from 
the firſt.” 

A third regulation is, “ the preventing any 
arreſt being ſerved in a man's dwelling :” It has 
been, and ſtill continues to be a received opinion, 
that a man's houſe is his caſtle, where he is ſup- 
poſed to remain free from inſult; but it continues 
only as a received opinion, ſince it is ſeldom 
ſound any impediment to an attachment on the 

erſon of the poſſeſſor, although the cuſtom of 
arreſt has indirectly admitted this privilege, of 
not allowing the open violence of breaking of 
doors to attach the priſoner ſuppoſing the debtor 
to be in a kind of ſanctuary, while he is in his 
own dwelling ; but at the ſame time it authoriſes 
the officer to ſteal upon him like a thief in the 
night, and under falſe pretences to engage his 
2ppearance, and then forcibly drag him from his 
tamily and dwelling.” 

'The writer adds to theſe particulars the follow- 
ing Plan to remove the Evil complained of. 

V. Firſt. The debtor, on confinement, ſhall 
be regularly proceeded againſt (without any 
abatement or elapſe of term) until he is in execu- 
non; or in default of ſuch proceeding, may ſue 
out his ſuperſedeas, as is the preſent practice of 
the Courts. 

Secondly, When the debtor is in execution, his 
effects ſhall be ſurrendered upon oath, and divid- 
ed amongſt his creditors ; but in conſequence of 

| ſuch 
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ſuch ſurrender, the body ſhall be diſcharged, and 


the debtor freed from all future demands, in the 
ſame manner as a certificated bankrupt. 

Thirdly, If four fifths of the creditors in num— 
ber, and four-fifths in value, ſhall at any time, 
while the debtor is at large, demand an inſpection 
of his affairs, it ſhall be deemed as an act of th 
whole body ; and the debtor ſhall be obliged to 
ſubmit to ſuch inſpection; and the ſaid creditors 
have it in their power to conclude ſuch terms a, 
ſhall ſeem to them molt eligible, and which ſtall 
be binding to the remaining creditors, 

Fourthly, No ſale, aſſignment, nor conveyance 
of any kind, made by the debtor, after the writ 
has been ſerved twenty-four hours, ſhall be bind. 
ing; but all his effect, ſhall then be conſidered as 
dire ly, and to every intent, the property of his 
creditors, 

Fifthly, As the above article makes the debtor 
ſpeedily an inſolvent, and his effects become the 
property of the creditors, one ſhilling per day 
ſhall be paid the debtor from the day of his im- 
priſonment to the day of his diſcharge ; which 
money ſhall be paid out of the debtor's effects (it 
any), but otherwiſe at the expence of the plain- 
tiff, or, in default thereof, the debtor ſhall be dil. 
charged. 


And expatiating afterwards on the ſubject he 


has the following — and juſt obſervations : 
VI. Houſe- 
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VI. Houſekeepers of a certain rank and ſtand. 
mg, and all Freeholders, ſhould be exempt from 
perſonal attachment. The ſtate of primitive 
Greece, and that of infant Rome, allowed ho- 
nours, immunities, and exemptions to ſuch of 
their citizens as were married, Ape and connu- 
bity had always the ſeats of honour in the aſſem- 
blies of the Lacedemonians; and ſuch would, 
doubtleſs, have been exempted from arreſts, kad 
the cuſtom exiſted among them ; but, barbarian 
and pagan as they were, they had too much policy 
and humanity to admit it. In the province of 
Jamaica, the land of abject ſlavery, no Frechold- 
er can have a perſonal attachment ſerved upon him, 
nor is any capias permitted to iſſue againſt him, 
the proceedings being always againſt his property, 
which en/y becomes liable. In Holland, and in 
France, the debtor is no longer held, than whilſt 
he can make a ſurrender of his effects, which is 
conſidered as an exoneration, and the body is free: 
Scotland, in the year 1754, to the honour of its 
adminiſtration, rejected the impriſonment of the 
body, as a ſpurious production, unknown to the 
mother law; nor, indeed, is any thing more in- 
conſiſtent to common ſenſe, humanity, law, juſ- 
tice, equity, policy, credit, trade, and the ho- 
nour of our kingdom; and was the cuſtom even 
authorized by the laws, (which it really is not 
but on the contrary is heterogeneous to them and 
the conſtitution) it ought to be ſtruck out of the 
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general code, as a remnant of barbariſm alread 
exploded by all the polite and commercial ſtate; 
in the world, and permitted only to remain in the 
(otherwiſe) envied clim? of Albion,” 

Again he remarks, that“ another fatal and 
alarming effect frequently ariſing from a long and 
tedious impriſonment, from which the unfortunate 
debtor is perhaps at length relieved by an a& of 
inſolvency, is, That, during confinement, his 
friends, tired with repeated applications, deſert 
him; his connections, from long captivity are loſt, 
and a mind unſupported by philoſophy and reli- 
gion, is often vitiated by connection; and when 
the priſon doors become open for enlargement, the 
captive in a manner ſtands alone, like Adam, in 
a ſtate of nudity, but without his innocence. Should, 
however, his diſpoſition lead him to labour, to 
whom ſhall he apply for employment? Friend- 
leſs, forlorn, and unrecommended, the thriving 
world diſclaim him; yet his neceſſities urge, and 
famine aſſails him. To relieve his wants, he has 
at laſt recourſe to illicit practices; and thus, re- 
luctantly, becomes the companion of thieves, and 
midnight 4cpredators. Hence is augmented the 
Recorder's liſt; and Tyburn groans with the 
weight of the wretched malefactor! Hence our 
aſſizes are replete with felons; and our counties 
with executions.” 

The writer having alſo enlarged on the perſons, 
who are exempt from arreſts, (ſome, as he obſerves, 
unproper 
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improper and unworthy enough of ſuch exemp- 
tion) goes on to remark, that Could nothing 
more be advanced on the impropriety and evil 
tendency of perſonal attachment, than the ſeveral 
proviſions before mentioned, which have been 


Ixiii 


thus cautiouſly made againſt it, for the ſecurity of 


the principal perſons in the kingdom and their 
dependents : that alone muſt he ſufficient to evince 
its oppreſſion ; and be, at the ſame time, the 
ſtrongeſt proof of its partiality ; as it is extended 
againſt a certain part of the ſubjects only, and 
againſt that very part which contributes to give 


food and raiment to thoſe, who by eſpecial pro- 
tections are exempt from payment; thereby di- 
* viding the people into two diſtin claſſes; viz. 


6 the rich and ennobled, &c.” and ** the labo- 
rious and indigent.“ Permitting the drones to 
thrive and wander unmoleſted, whilſt the induſ- 
trious bee, who fabricates the honey, is deſtroyed ; 
it is aiminglat the vitals of commerce, that luxury 
may thrive ; forgetting that an abatement of the 


one is a certain reduction of the other.“ 


We are informed, that the preſent king of 
Sweden, in the month of October laſt (1773) iſ- 
ſued a proclamation, that For the future no 
* perſon ſhould be detained in cuſtody, who gave 
* up his All to ſatisfy his juſt debts; and the 
« ſchedules of aſſets, ſtock in trade, rent-rolls of 


d eſtates, and ſecuritics for money, ſhall be lodg- 


« ed with the committee of the corporation in each 
„ borough ; 
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e bcrough ; whoſe ſyndic, or town-clerk, i; 0 
* examine debtors on oath, in preſence of a notary, 
«© who mult attcſt their diſcoveries, taken in writ. 
ing, and ſigned by themſelves ; after which 
* the debtor is to be diſcharged. "Thoſe why 
*« ſhall refuſe to ſubmit to ſuch examinations, or 
* endeavour to eſcape, in a clandeſtine manner, 
are to be ſent to the pallies for liſe ; and on 
% falſify ing in their accounts, to ſuffer death a; 
& felons.“ 

This edict is a proof of the humanity of the 
king of Sweden, and a plain indication that, of 
the few nations who permit any remains of this 
barbarous cuſtom, the Swedes are proceeding to a 
total extirpation of it. Let not our kingdom, 
then, which gives the lead in arts and arms, be 
the laſt to extirpate a procedure ſo deſtructive and 
oppreſſive to the ſubje&q, ſo contrary to the rights 
of nature, and ſo oppoſite to the law and conſtitu- 
tion of England,” 
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In his XIth Letter he obſerves, * Many are the 
examples (at this time) of Debtors, who from re- 
ſentment of the injuries they may have received 
by erreſts, which in ſome inſtances are irre— 
parable, reſolve to live in priſon to ſpend thoſe 
effects the Creditor would otherwiſe have; or, 
perhaps, portion out gheir fortunes to their fami- 
lies, in the very fate of their Creditors and the 
Law, which the Debtor is authoriſed to do om 
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this futile reaſoning, “ that while the body is 
* held in priſon, it is a ſatisfaction for the debt.“ 
” Headds, It is the dread of impriſonment 
that gives birth to many crimes, it is the nurſe 
of knavery and evaſion ; whereas, did a man who 
found himſelf in fluctuating circumſtances know 
that the greateſt evil which could happen would 
be to give up ALL his property for the payment 
of his debts, he would fearleſs ſtand in the face 
of his Creditors with a true diſcloſure and an 
honelt ſurrender.” 
; Upon the ſubje& in general he remarks with 
a very glowing pen, That ſtrange as it is to 
ö believe, the body often remains in confinement 
J 


for years, under all that ſtate of /ecurity and epreſ- 
/ien, which may be ſuppoſed to ariſe from poverty 
and diſeaſe; as if Debt was a crime of that atroci- 
ous and malignant nature, that no time could ob. 
> literate, or puniſhment extenuate ! Shall it not be 
enough, that a man becomes diſhonoured, de- 
ſpoiled of his property, ſubverted in his ſituation; 
ſhall it not be enough, that he has literally be- 
ſtowed ALL he has in the world the only recom- 
> pence he can make; all which the law ſeems to 
© expe him to make, and every thing the Creditor 
can ever hope ?—Yet this ſhall not be an extenu- 
ation! DEBT, amongſt the Chriſtians of England, 
is of too black a die ever to be ſorgiven. The 
pound of fleſh neareſt the heart,” ſays the mer- 
E eiful Jew; © My bond or blood,” exclaims the 
e humane 


* 


* 
. 


=D. 


r= 
— —— 


— —— —— —— Yoo 


— w = —_ 
— — . — oa — ES — Gare 
— — — - 


lxvi FOSISTCRIP-F, 


humane deſcendant of Enoch. What a gloricy; 
contraſt to the Caffrean principles of the free-bory 
Engliſhman ! for the fleſh and blood finiſh the 
exiſtence, and put a period to the miſeries of the 
unhappy Debtor. But ht would be too precipi- 
tate for the Chriſtian principles of the Brizon, who 
exults in ſceing death appear with flow approaches 
to his enemy; or, in the language of the Gree 
Emperor, ſo approaching, ThaT RHE Mar 
FEEL HIMSELF DIE!“ 

„This barbariſm of my countrymen is not to 
be removed by precept, while example is per. 
mitted daily to encourage it, And if the Laws 
forbear to interfere, by taking the ſtate of Debtors 
under their direction, this evil and moſt diſhonour. 
able cuſtom will till continue to prevail.“ 
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To the Firſt EDITION. 


April 22, 1772. 

TRUCK with compaſſion for the miſe- 
ries of thoſe unfortunate men, who are 
cruclly “ ſecluded from all the comforts and 
advantages of Society for inconſiderable 
Debts,” the Author of this diſcourſe deter- 
mined to attempt ſomething, on his part, for 
their relief, And well knowing the benevo- 
!:nce and charity of thoſe Congregations with 
whom he has the Fappineſs to be connected, 
he reſolved to ſolicit from the Pulpit their 
humane aſſiſtance. He was not diſappointed 
in his hopes; an handſome collection was 
made; and, to his great ſatisfaction, a gene- 
ral approbation of the undertaking expreſſed. 


Nor was money alone imparted freely: A ſet 


of gentlemen, with the utmoſt readinefs, 
formed themſelves into a Committee for the 


| diſtribution of the Charity; and, with un- 
common pains and application, fought out 
the proper objects, and relieved them, It is 


ſcarce to be credited, that ſo much 299d could 
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be done with ſo ſmall a ſum; but the mes 
of this is wholly due to the Gentlemen of the 
Committce, who have ſpared no toil, nor 
omitted any meaſures, to diſcharge their truſt, 
and diſtribute the Beneficence received, in th: 
moſt advantageous and ceconomical manner, 

'The miſeries and diſtreſſes to which they 
were witneſſes, in their examination of the 
ſ.veral Gaols, ſo ſtrongly impreſſed their 
hearts, and ſo many proper objects ſtill re. 
wained to be diſcharged, that they unitcdly 
requeſted the Author of this Diſcourſe to 


print it, with an account of their proceed- 
ings; that not only the Congregations, who 
had ſo kindly adminiſtered to the good work 
might be encouraged to perſevere in the ſame 
Labours of Love, by ſeeing the happy fruits of 
their liberality; but that the Public alſo 
might be ſtimulated to a laudable imitation, 
and help forward the charitable deſign. Hap- | 
py will the Writer think himſelf, if a com- 
pliance with this requeſt of his friends can by 
any means advance the benevolent work : he 
readily appropriates to that end, his little Ef- 
fay (deſigned and penned, in the fulneſs of 
his heart, ſolely for the Day) and heartily 


wiſhes it may ſerve to procure ſuch a ſupp'y 
from 
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TO THE FIRST EDITION, 


from the generous and humane, as will enable 
the Committee to perfect their hoſpitible pur- 
poſes, and to open the Priſon- gates to every 
induſtrious and deſerving priſoner. 

It may be proper juſt to ſignify, that this 
relief has been, and eis intended to be, con- 
fined to thoſe, who could not avail themſelves 
of the preſent Inſolvent Act: and who, there- 


fore, are doubtleſs greater objects of commi-. 


ſcration ; ſince without ſome ſuch aſſiſtance as 
the preſent, they may continue Years in Priſon, 
miſerable in themſelves, and uſeleſs to the 
community, 
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T hatched- Houſe Tavern, St. James“ 
April 16, 1772. 


Tbe Committee, appointed to diſtribute the 
Money collected for the Relief of Perſon; 
confined for ſmall Debts, 


R B 


"HAT out of 109 Supplicants for th, 
Charity, they ſelected 34, molt of 
whom have large Families, and appear to 
be uſeful Members of Society: Some of them 
were confined only for their Fees, and the 
Debts of the others the Committee compount- 
ed on the beſt Terms they could, The c- 
jects who were aged and infirm, are reſtored 
to their Friends; others, who were with 
their Wives and Families in Priſon, are re. 
ſtored to the ManufaQures wherein they wer: 
Lilled; particularly four Manufacturers, with 
their Wives and twenty-three Children, wer? 
taken out of Priſon for the trifling Sum oi 
151. 1s. 3d. except one of the Women, wiv 
died of a broken Heart and the Goal Diſtem- 

per, before Relief could be adminiſtered. 
The 
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The Utility of this Charity to the Public 
will appear, from the Conſideration that 
every Man's Labour may be eſtimated, at an 
Average, to be worth to the Community 28, 
6d. per Day, or 3%. a Year: So that the 
Confinement of the four Manufacturers above 
mentioned, occaſioned a loſs to the Public at 
the Rate of 1564. annually, over and above 
what the Women and ſome of the Children, 
might have earned; all of whom, by a vo- 
luntary Confinement with the Father, were 
not only prevented from ſuch Earnings, but 
became liable to the Conſeruences of habitual 
Indolence, Filth, Diſeaſe, and Vice; and 
probably, in a ſhort Time, would have be- 
come Nuiſances to the Public, and obnoxious 
to the Penal Laws. 

Of the remaining 75 Supplicants, 19 appear 
to be the greateſt Objects of Compaſſion, all 
of whom may be diſcharged for leſs than One 
Hundred Pounds. And of the reſt, many are 
ſuch ag well deſerve to ſhare the Mercy of 
the Public; if it were poſſible, by future 
Contributions, to extend that Mercy to 
them. But thoſe who wiſh to know more 
reſpecting theſe unfortunate Men, may be 
tully ſatisfied by applying to the Committee 
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at the Thatched- Houſe, where they may 


| | read the Petitions, and hear a true State o. | 
I the Difficulties and Diſtreſſes of the Pri. | Pl 
. ſoners at preſent confined: For, willing to | 
\ | preſerve, amidſt their charitable Aid, a Dcli- | 
| | | cacy and Regard to the Unfortunate, it is 1 1 


1 hoped the Public will judge it not improper, 
14 that all mention of Names is omitted. 
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1 THE 
' PRISONER RELEASED, &e. 


MATT. Ch. XXV. Ver. 36, latter part. 


I WAS INPRISON, AND YECAME 
UNTO ME. 


MONGS T that variety of argu- 

ments, which tend to demonſtrate the 
truth and divine original of the Chriſtian 
Faith, there is none more perſuaſive and con- 
vincing than that which is drawn from the 
ſdirit of this faith - from that humane and 
benevolent diſpoſition which it inculcates, as 
its great and diſtinguiſhing characteriſtick. 
Every Precept laid down by the wiſe and 
gracious Author of this Religion is replete 
with good-will to Man: Every action of his 
life emphatically expreſſes the ſame benign 
tendency ; nay, and as love, univerſal love to 
all mankind, conſtitutes, if I may ſay fo, the 
very ſum and ſubſtance of his doctrine, ſo he 
has politively declared it the eſſential badge 
and mark of all his true Diſciples. This ts 
My Commandment, my peculier and diſtin- 
guithing commandment, that ye love one ans- 
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other : By this ſhall all men know that ye are u 
Diſciples, if ye have love one to another. 
T reading in the ſteps of their divine Mat 


ter well informed of his doArine,. and fall & 


his ſpirit, his immediate ſucceſſors in th- 
great work of propagating the Goſpel wer: 
diligent to inculcate the ſame maxims « 
humanity. Hear how St. Paul expreſſes him. 
ſelf on the ſubject, in his 12th Chapter ty 
the Romans ;—a Chapter more fraught with 
ſublime Morality, than the moſt elaborate 
treatiſes of antiquity.— Let love be withni 
diſſ:mulation. Abhor that which is evil; clear; 


to that which is good: Be kindly affeftioned wm: 
towards another, With bretherly love; in honcur 


preferring one anather.— Diſtributing to the ne. 


celſity cf the Saints; given to Hoſpitality. Bl 
them who perſecute yeu : Bleſs, and curſe rat, 


Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep. Owe no man any thing, but 


to lobe one ancther : Fer he that loveth anther, 
bath fulfilled the Law. 

And, in perfect conformity with theſe hea- 
venly, theſe ſublime and bleſſed ſentiments, 
the divine St, John, — who lay in the boſom ci 
Jeſus, and thence imbibed, as it were, the very 
ſoul of love,—exborts, with his uſual ſwecincl: 
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and affection, Beloved, let us love one another; 


for love is of God, and every one that loveih, is 


born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth 
not, knoweth not Gd; for GoD i, Love. If 
wwe love ene another, God, that pure eſſential 
Love, dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected 
iu us. - 

So ſhining a mark of excellence and ſuperi- 
ority ſtamped upon the religion of Chriſt, 
cannot fail at once to convince us of its truth, 
and to prove it worthy of the exalted ſource 
from whence it is derived; worthy of 
the wiſe and univerſal parent of man- 
kind. Solicitous, in the boundleſs riches of 
his benignity, for the welfare of thoſe crea- 
tures whom his ſovereign hands have form- 
cd, he hath been pleaſed not only to inter- 
weave in the very texture of their inmoſt na- 
ture a ſtrong principle of ſympathy, humani- 
ty, or compaſſion ;—a principle, which we 
find powerfully operating, as well amidſt the 
wildeſt Hordes of the Tartars, as amongſt the 
moſt poliſhed European nations ;—but, to 
encourage and improve this principle, to ex- 
alt and ſublimate it even to a divine 'perfec- 
tion, he hath conſtituted the active and uni- 
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verſal diſplay of it, to be the great, the in- 
diſpenſible characteriſtick of that important 
revelation which he hath made by his only- 
begotten Son. A revelation fraught with in- 
numerable bleſſings to man; but by nothing 
more amply atteſting the Almighty's wiſdom 
and goodneſs, than by the forcible manner in 
which it enjoins univerſal charity, univerſal 
good-will, a ſpirit of unbounded love, of 
unlimited mercy and tenderneſs to all the 
human race, 

A Divine Revelation, delivered to free 
moral agents, and to be propagated by human 
means, muſt and can have only ſuch influence 
and effects, as are conliſtent with thoſe a- 
gents, with thoſe means. It can urge no 
irreſiſtible force: it muſt, it can operate on 
free and rational minds only by the means of 
moral ſuaſion. And hence we may fully ſa- 
tisfy ourſelves how it come to paſs, that 
although the Chriſtian Religion inculcates in 
this ſtrong emphatic manner the practice of 
univerſal benevolence and love, yet ſo many 
are found, in countrics profeſſing that reli— 
gion, not only void of each, but palpably 
actuated by the principles diametrically op- 

polite, 
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poſite, The fault lies not in the religion, or 
in the doctrine ; but, unqueſtionably, with 
thoſe who receive it not in its truth and per- 
fetion z hardening their minds againſt it, and 
encouraging diſpoſitions, which are not more 
contrary than they are hateful and pernicious. 
Indeed, if on this account any reafonable ob- 
jection could be urged againſt the Chriſtian 
Syſtem, (which certainly cannot) aſſuredly 
the ſame, or even a ſtronger objection 
might be urged againſt the very being and ex- 
cellence of that principle of Sympathy or 
Compaſhon, which we have remarked to be 
implanted and interwoven in the human na- 
ture. For, if the malevolent and uncharitable 
act contrary to the principles of their Chriſ- 
tian faith, they certainly act as contrary to 
that great law of God, impreſſed upon their 
nature : and of conſequence, before we can 
draw any concluſions derogatory to that 
faith, we muſt draw concluſions as derogatory 
to that principle; which I ſuppoſe will never 
be allowed ; all the world agrecing to honour 
and eſtimate that principle in the higheſt de- 
gree. And therefore, upon the fame founda- 
tion, the Chriſtian religion muſt land equally 
trce from blame or Cenſure, But 
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But though I have ſaid thus much to re— 
move a difficulty, which ſome have preſled 
with ſeeming triumph, and others of better 
minds have felt with ſome diſquietude ; yet it 
is a fact not to be denied, that wherever the 
Chriſtian religion hath been ſpread and pro- 
pagated, and eſpecially where it hath been 
profeſſed in its greateſt purity, a ſpirit of hu- 
manity and benevolence hath diftuſcd itſelf: 
Mankind have become more civilized and 
more compaſtionate: A thouſand barbarous 
cuſtoms and practices which, if need were, I 
could eaſily enumerate*, have been diſ- 
countenanced and diſuſed : and the ſpitit of 
the religion of Jeſus hath palpably and ex- 
tenſively diſplayed itſelf in the human heart 
and manners. 

It is with a ſingular ſatisfaction that J ob- 
ſerve we need not go further than our own 
KinGpom for a ſufficient teſtimony to the 
truth of what I have advanced. Conſider it 
in the times of barbarous uncultivation ; 
conſider it in the days of darkneſs and idola- 


ty; 


® fee Doctor Robertſon's admirable Sermon on the time of 
Chcilt's appearance in the world, 
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try; nay, conlider it even when more refined 
and civilized, yet under the bondage of Popiſh 
ſuperſtition and ignorance; and then compare 
it with its preſent ſtate! when truth ſhines 
with undiminithed ſplendor z when liberty of 
conſcience and free enquiry are univertally 
allowed and indulged; when the faith of 
Chriſt is profeſſed in as much purity, and 
underſtood with as much preciſion, as perhaps 
in any age: and then ſay, Do we not plainly 
trace out in the character and manners of our 
times, - the high influence of the genuine 
ſpirit of that faith ?—the influence I mean of 
that humanity, that benevolence, whereof J 
have been ſpeaking. 

For though, unqueſtionably, many vices 
and evils abound among us,—evils and vices, 
which it is to be feared, will always abound 
more or leſs in a great, a wealthy, and a 
populous nation like this ;—though the ſe— 
rious eye diſcerns, and the feeling heart la— 
ments many, far too many deviations from 
the paths of truth and virtue: Yet, ſurely, 
it is not to be controverted or denied even by 
the moſt miſanthropic and ſevere, ** That a 
ſpirit of humanity characteriſes our nation.” 
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The hearts of Engliſhmen are as tender to 
feel, as their hands are ready to relieve, 
Amidſt the moſt ſhining inſtances of intre- 
pidity and courage, our heroes abroad have 
given teſtimony to this national ſpirit by 
deeds of the moſt extenſive benevolence and 
humane compaſſion : while our countrymen 
at home have not been behind hand with 
them in ſuccouring diſtreſs, and applying the 
lenient aid of mercy to forrow and ſuffer- 
ing, in whatever ſhape they have preſented 
themſelves. 

&« For my own part, I cannot but felicitate 
my Country on the prevalence of a ſpirit at 
once ſo honourable and fo advantageous : A 
ſpirit, which, while it does credit to human 
nature, is, and muſt be highly acceptable to 
the great Being who formed that nature ; and 


appointed Love, appointed benevolence, as 


its characteriſtick law | May we not reaſon- 
ably hope, my beloved, that the prevalence 
of this ſpirit, ſo eſtimable in the ſight of God 
our Saviour, will plead with his mercr, 
ſtrongly plead in behalf of our nation, ſo 
eminently bleſt and favoured by him; will 
ſtand in the gap between us and our maniſold 


offences, and ſecure to us, through many 
gene- 
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generations, thoſe high felicities ſo peculiar- 
ly our own! 

& Oh may his goodneſs not only bleſs our 
land with every deſirable bleſſing ; not only 
pour forth more abundantly into every heart 
that ſpirit of benevolence, which hath al- 
ready been productive of ſo many laudable 
undertakings ! but may his providential care 
proſper and ſucceed every ſuch undertaking | 
May the dew of his mercy fall richly upon 
every good, every compaſſionate deſign 
and cauſe each one of them to flouriſh abun- 
dantly, and bring forth the moſt deſirable 
fruits, to the encouragement and ſatisfaction 
of the promoters, to the advantage and com- 
fort of thoſe who partake of them !”* 

But, while thus felicitating ourſelves and 
our Country on the prevalence of the genuine 
ſpirit of Chriſtian benevolence and mercy 
amongſt us; while wiſhing proſperity and 
good luck in the name of the Lord to every 
inſtitution and to every effort of that mer- 

ciful 


It is to be hoped that this ſhort Quotation from a diſ- 
courſe before publiſhed, will be pardoned and allowed by 
the Candid, as the preſent was never deſigned foi publication. 
dee © Sermon before Governors of the Magdalen, preached 
atv, George's Hanover- ſquare. 
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ciful and philanthropic ſpirit: You, will 
allow me to requeſt your more particular 
attention at preſent to an Objef?, which ap- 
pears to have an high claim on our hy- 
manity ; and which will afford you, my 
brethren, an ample opportunity to verify the 
obſervation we have made on our national 
ſpirit and character. 

The object I wiſh to recommend, is 
© The Relief of poor Debtors, confined in 
priſon for ſmall Debts ?” 

It is not by any means my purpoſe to 
enter at large into the conſideration of Im- 
priionment for debt; a topic at preſent much 
agitated, and doubtleſs extremely important. 
The ſubject is not oily far too complicated 
in itſelf, but certainly, in a great mcaſur, 
foreign to the buſineſs of this place. Leaving 
it therefore to thoſe venerable ſages of the 
law, with whoſe wiſdom, juſtice, and hu— 
manity, the ſacred rights of Engliſhmen are 
ſecurely lodged ; 1 ſhall only juſt obſerve, 
that though compaſſion would ever incline 
me to take the fide of the unfortunate Dev- 


tor; yet due conſideration ſhould be paid to 
the claims of the Creditor ; or the intereſts oi 


ſociety may be wounded even more by a to0 
indutgs! 
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indulgent lenity, than by what ſome may 
ſuppoſe, a too rigid ſeverity. 

But, whatever may be neceſſary in ſuch 
caſes and circumſtances for the intereſts of ſo- 
ciety, one poſition my be laid down, and 
will be reccived, I apprehend, with the ge- 
neral ſuffrage : That thoſe unhappy per- 
ſons, who, by a ſeries of misfortunes, have 
been reduced to a ſtate of inſolvency, and have 
honeſtly and unreſervedly given up their Al], 
ought not, upon any of the principles of hu- 
manity or policy, to be confine in priſon, and 
reſtrained from a poſſibility of procuring their 
bread, or of doing juſtice to their creditors”? 
And I am happy to find that my ſentiments 
on this topic are ſtrongly ſupported by the 
excellent and humane author of“ The prin- 
ciples of Penal Laws,” a work which docs no 
leſs credit to the heart, than to the judgement 
and abilities of the writer. He obſerves, 
* That the caſe of a confined Debtor, whoſe 
confinement is the mere conſequence of in- 


evitable misfortune, without any mixture of 


criminzlity or neglect on his own part, is 
extremely pitiable, and contradictory to every 
jult principle of Legiſlation.” * | 
May 
Page 52. zd. Edit, 
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May I not venture to go one ſep farthe: 
than this benevolent writer hath advanced, 
and to ſay, “ Suppoſing the perſon confined 
is not perfectly free from all blame; ſuppoſe 
inſtances of miſconduct may be urged againſt 
him; yet, if he is wholly inſolvent; if he 
hath abſolutely and unreſervedly given up 
all; is not his caſe extremely pitiable, if con- 
finement be added to the reſt of his misfor- 
tunes? and does it not ſeem contradictory to 
every juſt principle of Legiſlation, to every 
principle of equity, of humanity, of religion, 
to augment the load of ſuch a wretch's woe, 
by depriving both ſociety and himſelf of any 
benefit from his future induſtry and labour ?” 

From a numberleſs variety of accidental 
circumſtances (ſays the Author juſt quoted) 
which happen in the courſe of human 
tranſactions, it muſt fall to the lot of many 
to become inſolvent. Debtors therefore, though 
certainly a ſpecies of criminals, ſhould in ge- 
neral be conſidered rather as unfortunate than 
culpable.” And if Debtors in general ſhould 
be conſidered in this view ; if all, under that 
unhappy predicament, have © a claim to 
humane treatment,” how much rather ſhould 

we 


fr 


th 


r 


we view in this light, ſhould we treat in this 
manner, thoſe, who in the circumſtances of 
Debt juſt now defined, are by the univerſal 
voice, by the general deciſion of humanity 
and policy, objects of the trueſt compaſſion. 

It is on behalf of ſuch that I now appear 
an humble advocate; imploring your gene- 
rous and conſiderate aid towards the relief 
and enfranchiſement of ſuch poor men as, 
confined in priſon for ſmall debts, are unable 
to pay, and are loſt to their families and the 
publick. The multiplicity of Debtors con- 
fined in our ſeveral gaols, renders it impoſ- 
ſible for ſo feeble an effort as the preſent to 
look to, or to think of relieving any but 
ſuch as are impriſoned for ſmall ſums, 
However, were an effort of this kind ſecond- 
ed and generally purſued, doubtleſs numbers 
of theſe unfortunate men would reap benefit 
from it; and it would prove a temporary 
ſupply, a palliative at leaſt, till the wiſdom 
of Legiſlature ſhall think fit to interpoſe, and 
to offer a perfect remedy for the evil. But, 
be that matter as it may; be our efforts ſe- 
conded or not, ſuffice it for us, my beloved, 
that we do our parts as men, and as chrif- 
tlans; 
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tians; ſuffice it for us, that we gratify c. 
humanity and benevolence with the exquilitc 
luxury of contributing what we are able, to 
wards the liberty, the comfort, the peace ;-- 
towards the deliverance of our fellow ctc:- 


tures from impriſonment and miſery ! 1: 


one, if it were but one honeſt and worth; 
man that ſhould reap the fruits of our cha- 
ritable aid; if our compaſſionate hands could 
unlock the priſon gates only to one diſtreſt 
and forlorn ſufferer, reſtoring him to tree- 
dom, to induſtry, to his afflicted wife and 
miſerable children, ſurely it were a dee! 
truly meritorious in itſelf, and ſuch as mu? 
refreſh the benevolent heart contributing to- 
wards it. 

To move ſuch benevolent hearts, already 
ſufficiently ſtimulated to acts of Mercy by 
their own genuine feelings, I need not exag- 
gerate, - indeed it ſeems impoſſible to exag- 
gerate the wretched circumſtances of a man, 
torn for a little trifling ſum, which all his 
induſtry has not been able to procure, and 
which, perhaps, has been expended in ne— 
ceſſary ſupplies for the ſupport of his fami- 
ly ;---for that trifling ſum, torn from his 

humbic, 
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humble, but beloved dwelling; torn from 
the wife he affectionately regards; torn from 
the children dearer to his embraces than life: 
his humble ſubſtance rudely ſeized, and 
cruelly diſperſed; and himſelf, hurried by 
the unfecling hands of impoſition and inſo— 
lence to a loathſome priſon !—there to re- 
main, deprived of ail the common comforts 
of life ; of that free air, which all bounteous 
Heaven ordained to breathe on all its crea- 
tures z of that liberty, which to Man is juſt- 
ly the moſt invaluable of bleſſings; of that 
peace of mind, which gives to cvery ſphere 
of life its Zeſt and relith : deprived of every 
means to ſupply his own wants, or that 
loved family's wants, which potlibly oppreſs 
him much more than his own ; deprived, in 
ſhort, almoſt deprived even of the wretch's 
lait ſource and ſupport, of hope itſelf; and 
left in lonelineſs and ſolitude to indulge his 
own ſad reflections ; or, what is worſe, far 
worſe, prevented perhaps from indulging 
thoſe or any other reflections, by the obſtre- 
perous and abandoned crew, who are not leſs 


hardened by their confinement than by their 
crimes, 


Oh 
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Oh ye bleſt, and ye fortunate! you, 
whom Providence hath graciouſly exempted 
from theſe complicated forrows ; you, within 
whoſe doors importunate want never dares to 
intrude ; you, who can walk forth at will, 
and enjoy the common bounties of Heaven 
—air, health, freedom, peace ;—Come with 
me, ye happy ones, and let us for a moment 
viſit the diſconſolate debtor, the father, the 
huſband, the man; ſinking under every ſor- 


row which humanity can ſuſtain; pallid 
with grief, ſordid in his dreſs; dejected, 
drooping, miſerable; famine, confinement, 
and ſorrow fixing at once their fierce fangs 


upon him, and tearing with more than vul- 
ture keenneſs every tendereſt ſtring which 

winds about his heart! | 
Oh, ye bleſt, and ye free! diſdain not to 
viſit, to commiſerate, to relieve ſuch a ſuf- 
ferer ; for he is not only a Man, a fellow- 
creature, and ſo juſtly intitled to your regarc 
and relief, but he is a Chriſtian ; and in viſit- 
ing and relieving him,—hear, O Heaven, 
and give ear, O Earth, to the great, the 
aſtoniſhing, the animating truth !—lIn viſit- 
ing and relieving him, you viſit and relieve 
even Chrift himſelf; for thus runs the ſacred, 
the 
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the ſolemn Declaration from the mouth of 
that ever gracious Redeemer I was in Pri- 
ſen and ye came unto ME. . 

Were there no reaſons of ſound policy, or 
of ſympathetic humanity to urge; were it im- 
poſſible to offer any arguments of true pity 
and compaſſion in behalf of unfortunate and 
inſolvent priſoners; yet, ſurely, it were 
enough with Chri/tzans to awaken all their 
zeal, and to call forth all their aid, to hear 
that their great, their glorious and ever bleſ- 
ſed Maſter ; He who, when they were Deb- 
tors indeed, and had nothing to pay, not on- 
ly frankly forgave, but died to diſcharge 
their Debt; He, who ever lives to reward 
their munificence, and to crown with eternal 
bleſſings their acts of benevolence and mercy ; 
to hear him declare, that in viſiting and re- 
lieving the Priſoner, they in fact viſit and re- 
lieve Him : That whatever they charitably 
do even to the leaſt of thoſe fellow-creatures, 
whom he condeſcends to call his Brethren, he 
eſteems and receives it as done unto himſelf ; 
In as much as ye have dene it wnto the leaſt of 
theſe my BRETHREN, ye have done it UNTO 
ME! 


C It 
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It is not poſſible to produce a more 
convincing argument than this, of that preat 
poſition with which I ſet out, and which [ 
have endeavoured to prove; * That a ſpirit 
of humanity is the great, the diſtinguiſh- 
ing characteriſtic of the Chriſtian Religion,” 
The divine Author of that religion, on hi 
ſeat of awful and tremendous judgment has 
conſtituted the ſacred acts of humanity and 
benevolence, as the ſolemn, the deciſive teſt 
of his eternal approbation or diſpraiſe: Who 
then ſhall date to negle& or deſpiſe thoſe 
ſacred acts? 

Be it ours, dearly beloved, to excel in all 
ſuch acts: and, with a view to that tremen- 
dous day, let us be ſolicitous, during this 
ſhort time of trial allowed us, to improve 
every occaſion afforded us of doing good, of 
ſhewing mercy end loving kindneſs. In the 
preſent inſtance eſpecially, let us demonſtrate 
not only that the genuine Spirit of Chrilli- 
anity influences our ſouls, but let us add a 
further proof of that National Spirit, which 
we have aſſerted to be the conſequence cf 
the former, as well as the happy characteril- 


tick of our times; Let us add, I ſay, a. fer- 
ther 
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ther and a noble proof of it, by liberally con- 


tributing towards the relief of the unhappy 


Debtor, by ſetting open the doors of con- 
fin2ment, and letting the Priſoner go free, 

Thus ſhall we gratify the beſt and moſt 
honourable feelings of our nature ; thus ſhall 
we reſtore to many fellow-creatures ſome of 
the higheſt comforts and priviledges which 
belong to mankind; thus ſhall we delrver the 
porr that cry, and the afflited who have none to 
help them; thus the bleſſi12s of them who are 
ready to periſh will come upon us; and thus, 
which is infinitely more than all, the bleſſings 
of Hu will come upon us, who is no leſs 
bounteous than he is almighty to beſtow : 
and to whom, —the great judge of men,-— 
be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, now and 
for evermore. Amen. 
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Perſons impriſoned for SMart Drůrs, 
Reſolved upon May 12, 1773. 


8 
LE 
7 
I 
5 
4 


RULES AN p ORDERS, Se. 


INTRO DUE T ION. 


Thatch'd-Houſe Tavern, May 12, 1773. 


HE preſent Charity derives its Com- 
mencement from the foregoing Sermon 
preached at Charlotte- ſtreet Chapel, and at 
Bedford Chapel in Bloomſbury, in the Month 


of February, 1772. 
Struck with Compaſſion for the Miſeries 


of thoſe unfortunate Perſons who are cruelly 
ſecluded from Society for inconſiderable 
Debts, the Author of the Sermon determined 
to attempt ſomething on his part for their 
Relief, and accordingly ſolicited from the 
Pulpit the humane Aſſiſtance of his Congre- 
gations. A Collection was made of above 
Eighty Pounds; a general Approbation of 
the Undertaking was expreſſed; and a Set of 
Gentlemen, at the requeſt of the Preacher, 
readily formed themſelves into a Committee, 
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to ſearch out proper Objects, and diſtribute 
the Donations in the moſt ceconomical 
manner, 

The Diſtreſs and Wretchedneſs to which 
they were Witneſſes on viſiting the ſeveral 
Gaols, ſtrongly impreſſed their Hearts; and 
many proper Objects ſtill remaining undiſ- 
charged, they deſired to have the Sermon 
printed, with an Account of their Proceed— 
ings, that the Public might be ſtimulated to 
help forward the charitable Deſign, and thus 
enable them to accompliſh their Wiſhes, by 
opening the Priſon Doors to every induſtrious 
and deſerving Fellow Creature; who, without 
ſuch Afiſtance, might continue Years in 
Confinement, miſerable in themſelves, and 
uſeleſs to the Community, 

According]y, in April 1772, the Sermon 
was publiſhed, together with a Caſh Account, 
and Report, prefixed by the Committee, da- 
ted April the 16th, ſpecifying the Manner in 
which they had expended the Monies, and 
that with Fourſcore Pounds they had releaſed 
Thirty-feur Priſoners, moſt of whom had 


large Families, and appeared to be uſeful 
Members of Society |! 


In 
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In Conſequence of the Publication, the 
Committee ſoon found themſelves enabled by 
the liberal and well diſpoſed Public, to extend 
their Views, and to reach out the Hand of 
Mercy to a much greater Number of unfor- 
tunate Priſoners : So that their general Ac- 
count of the Charity now ftands as follows : 


4 5. d. 

Benefactions as by the laſt Re- 
port of this Day (May 12, b 2922 11 10 
1773.) 5 
Diſburſements, — 1892 19 4 


—ů —-—p 


Ballance in Hand, — . 29 12 6 


— 


In the Infancy of the Charity, the Com- 
mittee, hardly ſanguine enough to expect ſo 
liberal an Encouragement, did not take an 
accurate Account of the Wives and Families 
of the Priſoners releaſed ; however, from an 
Inſpection of their Books it appears that 986 
Perſons have been diſcharged, who had 566 
Vives, and 2389 Children; making in all 
2941 Souls relieved by Means of the publick 
Humanity, within the ſpace of fifteen Months 
from the Commencement of the Inſtitution. 

Far the greater Number of the Objects re- 


Jeaſed are MANUFACTURERS, SEAMEN, and 
C 5 LABOVURERSG, 
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LABOURERS, whoſe Uſcfulneſs—cut off from 
Society in the doleful Priſon-Houſe—is thus 
happily reſtored to the Public. So that the 
Charity in Queſtion claims Attention not 
only from the Humanity of its Defign, but 
alſo from the Advantages which it derives to 
the Community in general : Not to mention 
the Relief thus afforded to the reſpeQiive 
Pariſhes, (upon which the Wives and Fa- 
milies of the wretched Objects muſt in all 
probability have become a Burden) and the 
Benefits reſulting to the honeſt Creditor from 
this ſalutary Interpoſition to liquidate and diſ- 
charge his Demands : For, 

On a Review of the Society's Books, i: 
likewiſe appears that various conſiderable 
Debts, to the Amount of TWELVE THoU- 
SAND POUNDS and upwards, have been ſo 
compounded and reduced, as to bring the 
Objects relieved in thoſe Inſtances within 
the Scope and original Intention of the Cha- 
rity ; and at the Time of compounding ſuch 
Debts equal Attention hath been conſtantly 
paid to the peculiar Circumſtances both of 
the Creditor and his helpleſs Debtor. 

« The Utility of the Charity to the Public 
will farther appear from the Conſideration, 
that every Man's Labour may be eſtimated, 
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at an Average, to be worth to the Commu— 
nity 28. 6d. per Day, or 39l. a Year.” Now 
the Charity hath already, within fifteen 


Months, diſcharged above 980 Objects for 


about eight and-twenty hundred Pounds; fo 
that the average Diſburſement for each Pri- 
ſoner {incluſive of incidental and neceflary 
Expences) does not amount to 3l. a Man — 
A ſtriking Conſideration, ſurely, in a com- 
mercial Kingdom | 

Such then was the Origin, and ſuch hath 
been the Progreſs of the preſent Inſtitution. 


Zealous ſtill farther to promote the good 
Work, the Gentlemen originally concerned 
determined to omit no Means of giving it 
STABILITY and SUCCESS. 

Application was accordingly made for that 
Purpoſe ; and, 

On the 5th of this inſtant May, at a Meet- 
ing for the Choice of a PRESIDENT and 
Vice-PRESIDENTS, 

Rt, Hon. Lord ROMNEY, — Preſident, 


Right Hon. Lord Chief Baron 
SMYTHE, — V; 

Right Hon. Lord BEaucn ane, p 84 5 

Hon. Mr. Juſtice NARES, and aa 


Joux TrnorNToN, Eſq; p 
C 6 were 


28 r 


were nominated, and with their uſual Hu. 


2. 
manity very kindly accepted their reſpective 
Offices. Mr. NEIID undertook the Treaſurey- 
ſoip, and Mr. NeLME was appointed Secretary 
to the Society: After which were read, con- ' 
ſidered, and - unanimouſly confirmed the fol- 
lowing 2 
3 
RULES and ORDERS, 
I. Name of the CHARIT . 
HAT this Inſtitution be called, © Tie NY 
SOCIETY for the DiscHaRGE and 
RELIEFT of Perſons impriſoned for SMALL | 
DEBrTs.” | : 
II. OFFICERS. 
That this Charity do conſiſt of a Preſident, 


' four Vice-Preſidents, a Treaſurer, Sccre- 
tary, and Committee, 


III. CommiTTEE. 


1. That the Committee be open to, and con- 
fiſt of all ſuch Perſons as are qualified to = 
be Governors, | 


2. That 
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2. That of the Committee Five Members 
conſtitute a Quorum, 


IV. MEETINOS. 


1. That there be an Ax N VAL MEETIN d, on 
or about the 5th of May. 

2. That there be four Quarterly General 
Meetings in every Year. 

3. And alſo a Meeting of the Committee on 
every Wedneſday Evening, during the 
Winter Months; or otherwiſe, in the 
Summer Months, as to the Committee 
may ſeem neceſſary and proper. 

-4. Of all which ſeveral Meetings due notice 
ſhall be given by Advertiſement in the pub- 
lick News-papers. 

5. That the Place for holding all ſuch Meet- 
ings be at the Thatched-Houſe Tavern, in 
St. James's-Street, or otherwiſe, * as ſhall 
be thought moſt convenient, 

b. And that the weekly, or other Meetings of 
the Committee on Wedneſday Evenings, 
begin conſtantly at Five o'Clock, and end 
at Light; when the Accounts are to be 
adjuſted, and the Books cloſed. 

* The Society have found it neceſſary to take an Office, 


dt No. 7, Crawen«firezt, Strand; Where the buſweſs of the 
Chaiity is now tranſlated, 
V. Of 
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V. Of the TREASURER, 


I. That he receive all Benefactions, keep an 
Account of all Receipts and Payments, 
and adjuſt the ſame at the four Genera! 

Quarterly Courts, or oftener, if required 
by the reſt of the Governors. 

2. He is to advance no Monies on account of 
the Charity, unleſs authoriſed thereto by 
Writing under the Hand of three of the 
Committee, at the Time of their Wednc(- 


day Evening Meetings, 


VI. Of the SECRETARY. 


He is to be preſent at all the Meetings of the 
Governors, to take the Minutes; receive 
and. prepare all Petitions ; make the neceſ- 
ſary Enquiries, and report to the Com- 
mittee concerning them; to draw up the 
Accounts; and carry on the Correſpon- 
dence and Buſineſs of the Charity, under 
the Direction of the Committee. 


VII. Of GoveRNoRs in general, and their 
Qualification. 


I. That this Charity be ſupported by annua! 
Subſcriptions, or other voluntary Bene- 


factions. 


2. That 


* 


zl 


AND DO KkDERS. ZI 


„That all annual Subſcribers of or above 


the Sum of two Guineas, are, and ſhall 
be eſteemed Governors, and of the Com- 
mittee. 


. That if any annual Subſcriber ſha!! be 


more than two Years in arrear, his Power 
as a Governor ſhall ceaſe, until fuch Ar- 
rears are paid. 


That all Benefactions at, or above the Sum 


of twenty Guineas, now are, and ſhall be 
eſteemed Perpetual Governors. 


That the Nomination of Officers be in the 


Governors, and determined by a Majority, 


VIII. Of the OsJjecTs to be relieved. 


They ſhall be Perſons actually impriſoned, 


whoſe reſpective Debts, or the Compoſition 
for whoſe Debts, ſhall not exceed the Sum 
of PEN Pou ps. 


. That Women ſhall be equally intitled to 


the Benefit of this Charity as Men, 


. That ſuch Debtors ſhall have the Prefe- 


rence as are moſt aged or i::firm ; have the 
largeſt Families unprovided for; as are the 
molt likely to be uſeful to the Community, 
and appear to have loſt their Liberty by 

unayoidable 


22 


4. 


5 


6. 


KU 1 $8 


unavoidable Misfortunes ; at leaſt not by 
Fraud, Vice, or Extravagance. 

That, in the latter Caſe, if the Debtors 
have helpleſs Families, who ſuffer by the 
Faults of their Principal, and are unde. 
ſervedly reduced to Poverty, the Committee 
ſhall be at liberty to give the Family ſome 
Aſſiſtance, in Proportion to their Diſ. 
treſſes, and agreeable to the Intention of 
the Charity. 

That no Perſons be delivered a ſœcand 
Time, unleſs it ſhall appear to the Com- 


mittee that their ſecond Misfortune cannot 
be imputed to their own Fault. 

That a Liſt be annually publiſhed of the 
Number of Perſons diſcharged and relieved, 
but their Names not mentioned ; together 
with an Account of the Sums paid for 
each Debtor, and of the Priſons from 
whence they were reſpectively diſcharged, 
That at the Time of Diſcharge, a ſhort 
printed EXHORTATION * be given to every 
Perſon releaſed. 


IX. Of PETITIONS and PETITIONERS, 
That Petitions be received only on a Wed— 


neſday. That the Committee refer ſuc: 


For the ſatisfaftion of the Subſcribers, this is pricted 
immediately after the preſent Rules, 


Petiticns 
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petitions to the Secretary, for his Exami- 
nation and Enquiry, during the current 
Week. That the Report he ſhall make 
on them be conſidered on the ſubſequent 
Wedneſday, or next Committee Meeting; 
and that they be proceeded on accordingly, 
in preference to any other Applications. 


Form of BEQUESTS, er LEGACIES. 


“ do give and bequeath unto The SO- 
CIETY for the DiSCHARGE and RELIBF of 
Perſons impriſoned for Small Debts, the Sum 
of to be applied by the Gover- 
nors thereof for the ſole Uſes and Purpoſes, 
of that humane Inſtitution,” 


(> BENEFACTIONS for this Charity are 
received at No. 7, Craven Street, and at the 
Thatch d- Houſe Tavern, in St. James's Street; 
by Mr. Leacroſt, Bookſeller, at Charing-Crefs, 
and at the following Bankers, viz. Meſſrs. 
Dcrrien, Rucker, and Carleton, in Finch Lane, 
Cornhill; Meſſrs, Hoares, in Fleet Street; 
Meſſrs. Biddulph and Cox, at Charing-Crofs ; 
the Londen Exchange Banking Company, in St. 
Fames's Street; at Meſſrs. Fullers, and Meſſrs. 
Lawry and Co. in Lombard Street. 
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DISCHARGE and RELIEF 


O F 


PexSONs impriſoned for SMALL DEBTs. 


My FRIEND, 


APPY in a deliverance from the 
miſeries of a Jail, through the good- 
h neſs of Gop, and the charity of your 
' Fellow-creatures, you cannot be inſenſible that 
it is your duty To BE THANKFUL, 
Your firſt, and moſt grateful thanks are 
due to Gop, your Creator, Redeemer and 
Preſerver, 


38 EXHORTATION, 


Preſerver, whoſe good Providence is over all 
his creatures: and, in full proof of it, He 
hath not ſuffered you to languiſh in men. 
choly confinement ; but, regarding your dif. 
treſs with a fatherly eye, hath wonderful!y 
reſcued you from it, through means who!ly 
unexpected and unmerited by you. 

Offer up, therefore, to this great and 
gracious Author of your deliverance, the 
carneſt and unfeigned thankſgiving of your 
heart. Cry out with the Pſalmiſt, 7}; 
ſhall I render unto the Lord, for all the benefits 
that he hath done unto me? [ will offer unte 
him the ſacrifice of Thankſgiving, and will cal 
upon the name of the Lord *. Conſider how 
eaſy to yourſelf this tribute of praiſe and 
gratitude 1s, while ii is of all others the 
molt acceptable to God, as being a ſufficient 
proof of a fincere and honeſt heart, And ut 
the ſame time recollect, that a deficiency in 
it, will not only ſhew you unworthy of the 
paſt, but will certainly deprive you of future 
favours from God. It is therefore no less 
your duty than your intereſt, 7 be thank/, 


Palm cxvi. 11, 15, 
* ? 
Gratitude 


efits 
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call 
how 
and 
the 
dient 


d at 


e Den 39 
Gratitude to Cod is the Well-ſpring and 


Fountain head, as it were, of every other 
virtue. They who excel in it, can never 
be deficient in gratitude to their earthly Bene- 
Factors. 

It is to them, under the Divine Providence, 
that you owe all your preſent views of future 
happy life. They, moved by a generous 
commiſeration of your diſtreſſes, have diſ- 
charged your Debts, have opened to you the 
Priſon gates, and given you again that, which 
is of all things moſt deſirable to human 
creatures the enjoyment of LIBERTY Per- 
fectly diſintereſted as their Charity is to- 
wards you, you cannot fail to hold it in the 
higheſt eſtimation: you cannot fail to offer 
up your fervent and conſtant Prayers for the 
humane Imparters of it: and to ſhew your- 
ſelf worthy of their pity, and their bounty, 
by ſeriouſly reflecting on the proper means 
to improve the happineſs which they have 
communicated | 

To this end, after having offered up your 
earneſt Prayers and Thankſzivings to Gop, 
and implored his blefling on your Benefactorg, 
i treat HIM to enlighten your mind, 'while 
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in ſerious thought you REFLECT (and with 1 
determined purpoſe to act agreeably to thoſe 
Reflections) on the cAusks which deprived 
you of Liberty, and lodged you within the 
mournful Priſon walls. 

If thoſe cAuskEs were evil, if Vice and 
Folly, Extravagance and Diſſipation wrought 
your overthrow, and involved you in tho 
Debts which humanity has ſo generouſly (i(- 
charged; remember, that the ſame Cav; 
will always produce the ſame Eyed: and 
that if abuſing the preſent proviential mercy, 
you indulge in and purſue your former Vice, 
Diſtreſſes more fatal than before will moſt 
certainly enſue. For Humanity will then 
no more open her liberal hand to relieve *; 
You will return to, and perhaps periſh in, 
doleful confinement, deſervedly unpitied ; the 
miſeries of that ſtate horridly aggravated to 
you by the conſciouſneſs of your paſt folly, 
ingratitude and vice. Our Saviour's counſcl, 
therefore, to the .Paralytic whom he reſtored 


N. B. By the RULEs and ORDERS of the Society, !! 
3s expreſsly enjoaned, © That no perſans be delivered a ſecond 
Time, unleſs it ſhall appear to the Committee that their (econ 
misfortune canriot be imputed to their own fault,” Rule VIII. 
No. 5 P. 33. 
te 
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to health, may with great force and propriety 
be applied to you; Behzld, thou art made 
whale: Sin ud more, lejt a Worſe thing come 
unto thee k. — Rehold thou art made free; 
delivered from Debt, from Priſon, and from 
Sorrow: — in no more; but ſeriouſly repent 
and reform thy life: otherwiſe, the vices 
which wrought thy paſt ſorrow, will plunge 
thce into ſorrows much more fatal and 
ſevere !*? 

But, if you are happy enough to be able 
to lay your hand upon your heart, and to 
appeal, in this ſolemn review of your actions, 
to the Searcher of all ſecrets, that no flagrant 
ſins or vices of yours have been the imme- 
diate cauſe of your misfortunes ; but that 
they have ariſen from mprudences perhaps, 
from ignorance and unſkilfulneſs; from a 
want of experience, or the common and 
unforeſeen caſualties and occurrences of 
Life: —In this caſe, though you may have 
much greater cauſe of ſelf-ſatisfaction than 
in the former, yet there will not be leſs need 
that you frame your future plan of conduct, 


as much as poſhble, on the principles of 


1 John v. ver, 14. 
prudent 
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prudent Care and deliberate circumſpection. 
Efpecially, you muſt ſtudy to improve aud 
grow wary from your paſt miſtakes and in- 
advertences; and determine to act, under a 
conſtant ſenſe of God's immediate preſen e 
and direting Providence, with all caution, 
advice, and conſideration. Ever willing 10 
take and to hear counſel, and to uk h 
diſcretion in the management of youtl.1f 
and your concerns, that, amidſt any of the 
changes and chances of life, you may at le: 
have the ſatisfaction to look up to God, ard 
to appeal to Men, as having faithfully, 
honeſtly, induſtriouſly, and to the beſt of your 
abilities and underſtanding, done your utmo!, 

For this purpoſe, you muſt be particularly 
careful of your future behaviour and conduct 
in life; ſettling it well in your mind, and de- 
termining, not only to avoid all that Evil, 
which was in any reipect prejudicial and 
ruinous to you, but to practice all thoſe \ 1r- 
tucs, and to exert all thoſe efforts, whole {ure 
reward are proiperity and peace, 

It would be cndleſs and unneceſſary to e- 
numerate thoſe Virtues; and almoſt as un: 


ceſſary to ſay, that without the ſtiicteſt <0- 
BRIETY 
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zRIETY in particular, the reſt will be im- 
pract cable. We mult not, however, omit to 
mention, and to recommend in an efpecial 
manner, the exertion and conſtant exerciſe 
of one virtue, Which you peculiarly owe to 
the Public, to your Benefactors, and to your- 
ſelf; and that is INDUSTRY : Without which, 
as you will ſhew yourſelf utterly unworthy 
the mercy you have now received, ſo will you 
entirely defeat the great end at which we 
aim; namely, * The reitoring indaſtriaus, 
and conſequently / , Members to the 
Community“ 


You owe yourſelf, in the utmoſt exertion 
of Indu/try to that Community; without 17 


you are a burden to the State: and let us add 
(for the conſideration may perhaps work 
moſt ſtrongly with you) without [zduftry 
you are, and ever will be, a burden to your- 
ſelf, Sloth will clothe you with rags* ; Ix- 
DUSTRY Will bring you competence and ſuf— 
hciency, if not wealth, It will procure you 
the favour of God and of Man; and is that 
alone, which can thoroughly redeem you 
from the dificulties of your paſt ſituation, 


Prov. XXxill, 21, 
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and reinſtate you in full happineſs and peace, 
Indeed, it is a molt pleaſing reflection, thai 
we ſeldom fee a man truly mrduftrious, and 
honeſtly buſz ing himſelf in his proper occu- 
pation, but ſucceſs attends him; or if not 
ſucceſs, yet at leaſt the eſteem and aſiftance 
of his feilow-creatures. The hand of the dil:- 
gent man'th richt, but the flithful ſhall cent 
under tribute}. The foul of the lugtard dejireth, 
and hath nothing; but the ſoul of the dili gent 
ſhall be made fatll. Be that diligently { c&th 
god, procureth favour* ; and Men will proſe 
thee, when thou deeft well to thyſelf 5. 

We hearti.y with you may veriſy theſe rc- 
marks; and, admoniſhed by your late misfur- 
tunes, not only redeem the errors of the paſt, 
but by your honeſt induſtry for the time to 
come procure a bleſſing from the rich Provi- 
dence of that God, who crowneth the induſ— 
trious wrth a good reward, and enableth them 
to rejoice in the labour of their bans. 


— —ͤ— - 


+ Prov. x. 4. 

1 Ibid, xii, 24. 
bid. Xii. 4. 

# Ibid, x1 27, 
& Pialm >lix. . 8. 
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In this view, let us particularly impreſs it 
upon your mind, that as you owe all your 
hopes of increaſe, under God, to that Chari- 
ty which hath thus given you Liberty, as the 
ficſt of bleſſings; ſo it is your immediate 
Duty, and will -we truſt, rot only be your 
Happineſs, but your fixed Purpoſe, to contri- 
bute what you can with juſtice and propricty, 
toward the aſſiſtance of the good work. Should 
the Providence of God ſucceed and profper 
your well- meant endeavours in the paths of 
Induſtry and Virtue, how pleaſing, how de- 
lighttul muſt it be to your heart, to make a 
grateful return to your Benefactors |—whoſe 
hands will be open to receive from you, only 
the more largely to pour out Liberty, and 
Comfort to fellow- creatures. 


On this noble principle, then, my late 
pitiable, but now happy friend | He merciful 
efter thy prwer, ſhould the God of goodneſs 
Live thee power to get wealth. If thou haſt 
nuch, give plentecuſly + if thou haſt little, do thy 
ailigence gladly to give of that little; for with 
ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed*. And, in- 
ceed, if you conſider, it is not only natural, 


® Tob, iv. 8, Heb, xii. 16. 
D 3 but 
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but juſt and reaſonable» to expect this pleaſing 
return, in acknowledgement for thoſe Bens lic, 
of which you have fo fortunately partake ; 
to which, you owe in Gratitude aid Juilice 
ſo much ; and from which, if liberally en- 
couraged and promoted, by feeling hear, 
you ſhould reflect, that many other worth, 
but unſucceſsful men in future, may by 
God's bleſſing reap as great comforts and ad- 
vantages as you yourſelf have done. Be ju 
therefore merciful, even as G and Man haye 
been kind and merciful to you: Mercitul to 
all; and ſurcly we have no need to add, par- 
ticularly ſo to ſuch as ſhall happen by any 
means to become your Debtors: ever remem- 
bering that ſtrong and emphatic application 
of the great Creditor in the Goſpel, $hou/de/t 
nat thou alſy have c:mpaſſim on thy fell w-/er- 
vant, even as { had pity on thee &* 

But further remember, that all charituble 
Giſts, as well as all moral Actions, ſhould 
have a nobler ſource, and aim at higher 
views, than this world and its tranlitory 
concerns. 


Read the whole parable, Matt, Chap, xiii, ver. 22, Ce. 
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As vou began with, ſo mult you contt- 
nually look up to Go, not only as your 
great Delivercr, but as your perpetual Guar= 
dian, Benefactor and Friend; as your kind 
Preſerver, Protector, and Father. To nin, 
as the End, muſt you direct all your actions 
Religion muſt be the grand ſpring and motive 
of all you do: For, be well aſſured, that 
unleſs you ſquare your CGonduf? and direct 
your Life by God's unerring laws, you will 
neither proceed with Regularity in the one, 
nor with Succeſs and Peace in the other. 

Reſolve, therefore, above all things, to 
form your future Life upon a ſtrictly religious 
plan, Make that GospEL—which is fraught 
with the nobleſt conſolation to minds in eve- 
ry diſtreſs and every condition, your ſtudy, 
your delight, and your practice; and intreat 
your great Redeemer, who came to preach 
Del:verance t the Captives, that he would 
open your Eyes both to ſee and know, as 
well as to fulfil his bleſſed Precepts, which 
afford at once perfect freedom to the mind, 
and pure felicity to the life, 

We wiſh you moſt ſeriouſly to reflect, that 
as the ſame motives of mere diſintereſted good 
will which incited us to diſcharge your 

D 4 Debts, 
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Debts, and deliver you from Priſon, do inc!“ 
us likewiſe to diſmiſs you with this friend, 
Counſel; fo you cannot fail to receive and 
to fulfil it, if you would not draw down uy. 
on you the moſt odious character of Ingtas 
tude, Ignorance, and Self-deluſion. We h:-- 
not, we cannot have any other end in the; 
adviſing you, than a ſingle wiſh to your {u- 
ture welfare; even that it may be well wits 
you, and with your Children for ever*! We 
would extend that wiſh beyond our tempor. 
Relief, beyond the preſent world, \\ 
would earneſtly defire that our humble en- 
deavours for your worldly good, may by 
God's grace be effectual to produce your 
ſpiritual, your eternal good. 

To this end, we have exhorted you, To 
exerciſe a devout and amiable hani 

1. T0 Gop, your ſupreme Benefactor : 

2. To your Pellow-creatures, whom he 
hath happily made the inſtruments of I 
mercy towards you. 

We have exhorted you — 

To ſerious Conſideration on your pat 
ſtate and conduct—To thorough Repentin'? 


and intire Reformation, where that conduct 
* Dcutcrouomy v. 29. 
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was evil: =To Prudence and wile amend- 
ment, where it was wrong. 

—To Diligence, Honeſiy, and Activity in 
your ſphere. 

—To a grateſul remembrance of this Charity, 
if providentially ſucceſsful in your future in- 
duſtrious efforts. And above all, 

To a ſtrictly Religious Life, formed upon 
that divine and ever-glorious Rule of Faith 
and Practice, delivered by Jeſus Chriſt in 
the Goſpel, 


And thus, my Friend, we bid you affec- 
tionately farewell; earnelily intreating the 
God of mercy to ſecond theſe our well- 
meant Inſtructions, and to carry them to 
your Heart : 

A Heart, which ſurely can never forget 
that fatal loſs of Liberty, and that melan- 
choly Priſon in which it was ſo lately, and. 
perhaps long, confined. Oh, remember, 
that miſerable and bitter as it was, yet from 
thence there muſt have been Redemption in 
a ſhort time. Death would at leaſt have 
let you free, if Benevolence had not. But 
recollect there is a Priſon, trom which no- 
thing can deliver, if once we are conſigned 
over to its horrors !—A Priſon, prepared for 
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the Devil and his Angels, but reſerved for 
thoſe unfortunates, who in this Life deſpiſe 
the mercies of their redeeming Lord, forfeit 
his Favour, and ruſh into endleſs Perdition | 
Let the miſeries of your earthly Priſon be, 
at leaſt, as emblematica] Inſtructors, to ad- 
viſe you of the infinitely—worſe Miſcries 
of that future Priſon : and having now, by 
charitable mercy, eſcaped the former, never 
forget that by God's mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, 
who came into this our Priſon to redeem us 
from it—that by his Mercy which is ever- 
laſting and unbounded, you may eſcape the 
latter, if you are not wanting to yourſelf. 

If you are,—if you abuſe his Grace, and 
this high inſtance of his Providential Care 
and Mercy towards you; if you diſhonour 
his Goſpel, defy his Laws, and act unworthy 


the name and character you bear, as a 


Chriſtian and a Man; — Think, how can 
you dwell in an everlaſting Priſon-houſe, 
in everlaſting Confinement and Woe ; where 
the Worm diet? not, and the Fire is not quench- 
ed; and whence there ſhall be no Redemp- 
tion, no Delivery, no Return 


Reſcued 


| 
2 
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Reſcued from an earthly, may you be reſ- 
cucd from an eternal Priſon | May you be 


wiſe to improve by every Trial and every 
Mercy of your God | May you be ſo wile, 
as ſeriouſly to conſider theſe things; and ſo 
to live, and fo to act, as to obtain the bleſ- 
ſings of the Almighty both here and here- 


after! D. 


We here ſubjoin, and earneſtly recom- 
mend to your uſe, | 


TH E 
DEBTOR's THANKSGIVING 
For Deliverance out of Priſon. 


(3raciovs and all-merciful Lord God! 
who heareſt the cries of the poor deſtitute, 
and deſpiſeſt not the priſoners ; who art rich 
in compaſſion and love to all ſuch as call upon 
thee; accept, I beſeech thee, O Father, the 
adoration, thankſgiving, and praiſe, of a 
moſt grateful heart. I was in priſon, O 
God, and thou didſt come unto me, in the 
pity and compaſſion of my fellow-creatures, 


D the 
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the works of thy hand:, and the miniſters of 
thy providential relief, Thou haſt heard me, 
when I cried unto thee in my trouble. Thou 
haſt ſaved me from my deep diſtreſs, when 1 
was bound in the cords of affliction. Thou 
haſt raiſed me up friends to commiſerate and 
to help me. With joy and gratitude I ſee 
that the ſnare is broken, and I am dcliverce, 
Thou, Lord, haft brought me out of priſon ; 
thy hand is viſible and well ſeen in my late 
deliverance; and therefore my ſoul ſhall give 
thanks unto thy name. 

May I never overlcok this thy goodneſs, 
O my God! Never ſuffer me to forget the 
vows and prayers which I made to thee in 
my diitreſs; but let my whole future life be 
one acceptable ſacrifice to thee, my great de: 
liverer ! and do thou make all my future 
conduct to ſhew forth thy praiſe. May my 
paſt misfortunes teach me prudence in my 


worldly aftairs, and convince me of the ne- 
ceflity of care and diligence, of fidelity and 
honeſty in all my dealings; that ſo I may 
never, by any extravagance or wilful indiſ- 
cretion, bring myſelf or others into the ſame 
misfortunes, leſt a worſe thing come unto 
me ! 


May 
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May my late impriſonment and extreme 
affliction teach me pity, and inſpire my heart 
with kindneſs towards all who are in priſon 
and afflicted; and particularly may thy bleſ- 
ſing crown the endeavours, and reward the 
zealous labours of thoſe, whom thou haſt 
made the means of my deliverance, and the 
diſpenſers of my preſent comfort. 

Ifat any time I have too much abuſed the 
liberty which I formerly enjoyed, pardon me 
I entreat thee ! Thou God of mercy ! and now 
at length, enable me to be a good ſteward of 
my bodily freedom, and to improve thoſe happy 
opportunities, which are again, through thy 
mercy, put into my hands. As thou haſt en- 
larged my body, do thou alſo more than ever 
enlarge my ſpirit, in fervent prayers for thy 
divine grace and guidance; in conſtant 
thankſgiving for the great benefits I have fo 
une xpectedly received. And grant that J 
may evermore proclaim thy unmerited good-— 
neſs, not only by my lips, but in my life, 
That fo, delivered from the puniſhment of 
the laws of man here, I may finally be deli- 
vered from the condemnation of thy law 
h-reafter, and for ever be redeemed at the 

great 
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great day of judgment, to the glory of thy 
holy name, through the merits of thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, my bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
Amen] B. 
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T HE 


DEBTOR RELIEVE D, &c 


Ou LET THE SORROWFUL SIGHING or 
THE PRISONER COME BEFORE THEE, 


Ort where he lies, 
Neglected and forlorn ! 
From his dear Wife and tender Infants torn, 


Feeding on bitter tears and deep-drawit 
ſighs : 

The Huſband, Father, and the Man. 
See where he lies! dejected, pale, and wan! 
Immur'd within the doleful Priſon's Wal], 
Depriv'd of every Good, Men valuable call ! 
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SUN, that from your golden height, 
Scatter Glory and Delight; 
Beams, which laughing Nature bleſs, 


With univerſal Chearfulneſs ;-— 


Ah, 


$$ THE DEBTOR 


Ah, glorious Sun! for him in vain you lbs. 


Blank, blank the Proſpect all : re + 
"Tis Drearineſs and Woe | . 
Sham 
Spirit of celeſtial Birth, Whil 
„% Mountain Nymph, ſweet Ligt rr“ 
Nobleſt Boon of Heaven to Earth, 
| Oh how good to dwell with thee | Bu 
How delectable to rove, \lan' 
| O'er the Upland, through the Grove, Relig 
| Unreſtrain'd in Bliſs with thee Led | 
| „Mountain Nymph, ſweet Liecary !” 1 
1 Strike, ſtrike the ſolemn Chord: And weep And, 
{ to view —L 
i A free-born Man—a BRITO&N too, Atte 
1 Of Freedom take his deep-ton'd ſad Adicu ! „A 
W Tho 
| Nor 
i Thou, cruel] CREDIT OR, forbear, — In | 
| What would'ſt thou more than All ? we 
Enough, enough: — The Man in Mercy Wo 
{ ſpare ; 
| Ah, why his Limbs enthrall ? hi 
From his humble Home ſo dear, Of. 
| Oh, for Mercy do not tear! To 
| See his Wife in Sorrow drown'd, 
| View his Infants weeping round : 
| From 
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From Induſtry his Hands reſtrain | 
Mercileſs what canſt thou gain? 
Shame, Diſappointment, Curſes, for thy 
Part: 
While Hunger gnaws theis Foul, and An— 
guiſh rends their Heart! 


| * 
1 
911 


But ſee— with melting Pity in her Eye, 
an's genial Friend, bleſt CHARIT x, 
Religion's eldeſt, lovelieſt Child, 

Led by her Parent meek and mild, 
by Their Anguiſh views | 

7 And, as contemplating the mighty Woe, 
Like the fam'd Soldier fill'd with Grief “, 
Attentive bending o'er his eyeleſs Chief. — 
% Ah, who ſhe cried, could Help refuſe ? 
Though Law it's Rigour will not bend, 

Nor ſtern Neceſſity relent; 

In Pity to their Sufferings ſent, 

e will Mercy's Arm extend; 

We, my Sons, will help beſtow.” 


Thus as ſhe ſpoke, a generous Glow 
Of her own Flame ſhe did impart 
Jo many a noble, many a feeling Heart! 


* Alluding to the celebrated Print of Beliſarius. 


They 
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They caught the Fire, and as it ſpread, 
The DeBror felt the Warmth, and rc; 
his down-caſt Head. 


Liſp, n 
Fath 


* | ſe, ) 


is 
Then“ Welcome, thrice welcome 1 
heard his full Voice, 1 
In Gratitude's deep Diapaſon rejoice : Y 
«© Oh welcome, bleſt Freedom, to Mone! [Th 
moſt dear, On 
Lov'd Light of the Sun, balmy Swectneß eb 
of Air! To Kea 
My again chearful Home, my dear Chillea ict 
my Wife: Where 
All the Comforts of Man, all the bleſhng , 
of Life! 
Yes, my great Benefactors, my full Hear: 
proclaims 


What no words can utter, and bleſſeth your 


Names. 


Come my Wife, my Children join, 
Raiſe the Song to Strains divine. 
Glorious GOD), the firſt to THEE, 
We lift the Heart, we bow the Knee; 
For thou haſt heard our Plaints, and sbr 
THE PRISONER FREE | 
Sons of Mercy, Sons of Heaven, 


Next to THEM our Thanks be given. 
[Lilp, 


R-E41-EV-E TD. Gr 
Liſp, my Pabes, your Prayers and praiſe, 
Father is the Boon you owe : 

i, your Voice in Rapture raiſe, 

'Tis a Huſband they beſtow“.] 

Louder ſtill exalt the Strain. 

Thcſe are Patriots, theſe are Men! 


[The MERCIFUL are bleſt; they ſhare 
On Earth, O God, thy conſtant Care! 
an! when thou ſhalt direct their Flight 
To Realms of everlaſting Light, ] 
liniſtring Angels may they be, 
Where all are bleſt for all are FREE! 


® Ihc Lines in Coches were not ſung. 
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„The Proprietors of Covent- Garden The. 
atre having given a Benefit for this Charte, 
the following letter appeared in the P. 
Ledger, in recommendation of the dene 
And an excellent EPILOGUE (which de 
ſubjoin) was written by the very human 
and ingenious Mr. Cumberland, 


To the Printer of the PUBLIC LEDG2, 
1 


A S a Well-wiſher to every act of hum; 


nity, I beg leave to expreſs my ſatisfactic: 


* 
* 


— 


on ſurveying the various methods adopted in 
this great town for the relief of diſtreſs, an 
the comfort of the afflicted. Tis high 


agreeable to ſee how Art is called in to the 
aſſiſtance of Nature's feelings: to ſee the uſ- 
ful and the plcaiing happily unite their effo:ts 
to remove the heavieſt of burdens from the 
breaſt of many a wretched fellow-creature, 
Perhaps Pity could not have ſtruck out a more 
ingenious device for the furtherance of her 
kind views, than the mode ſo frequently g- 
fered to the Public of repreſenting theatrical 


amuſements for the ſupport of charitable in- 
{t1iutions, 
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ſtitutions. The heart of the virtuous 1s thus 
exhilarated, while its tendereſt ſentiments 
are ſoothed and indulged. Bene ficence and 
pleaſure thus move hand in hand, to ſtrength- 
en the weak frame, and confirm the feeble 
knee; to pour a rich cordial upon the droop= 
ing ſpirits of virtue in diſtreſs; of innocence 
and induſtry, ſunk into unmeiited anguiſh, 
and unavoidable miſery |! 


am more immediately led into theſe re— 
fections from reading in the papers of this 
day an Advertiſement of a Comedy, and other 
Lntertainments, to be performed next Thurſ- 
day, at CovkNT- GARDEN THEATRE, in 
behalf of apublicCharity ; a CHARI K, whoſe 
praifes, from every quarter, beſpeak its ac- 
ceptance, and demonſtrate its extenſive uti- 
itv;— That, I mean, inſtituted for the Di/- 
dan ge and Relief of confined Debtors. 

have ever thought it a ſtriking object of the 
moſt humane and patriotic kind; and am per- 
ſuaded that every generous mind mult cxult, to 
trace its progreſs, and mark its rapid increaſe. 
tis, in truth, one of thoſe great events from 
little cauſes, which lift the eye to Heaven in 


zdmiration, and call down bleſſings on the 
heads 
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keads and hearts of thoſe whom that Heaven 
directed to the work of ſuch ſignal mercy, 
Surely the proſpect before them, at the firl}, 
muſt have bcen a dreary and a miſerable one; 


\ 


Joathſome jails, with only ſcenes of woe and 


and could preſent them, on every vilit to the 


horror | Scenes 


Where ſcience languiſhes, and merit mourn: ' 
Arms, arts, and talents ſuffer each by turns: 
True genius lies neglected and forgot, 

Want its reward, Impriſonment its lot, 
Obſcur'd by fortune all degrees remain, 
Anguiſh their portion, and their penance pain, 
The avidow'd wife partakes the huſband's grief, 
And father'd orphans weep, a vain relief: 
While infant groups in ſquallid cluſters run, 
And lifp aſſiſtance from the Sire undone. 
Depriv'd of fame, in expeRation crois'Q, 

His heart deſponcing, and his fortunes 191! * 


How pleaſing a viciſſitude doth the hm 
nity of our times afford us, in contraſt w! © 


the above pathetic lines! How truly, in: 
language of the fineſt Poet, and a Prophet 


C2 


too, may we exult in the chearing event, a0 


ſay, ** The ſpirit of humanity in Zrituin « 


® Sec Epiſtle to Lord North on TMPA1liONMuNT. 6c 


ier“ 


Anc 


C 65 
adeed poured on us from on high! for the 
wilderneſs is become a fruitful field, and the 
{uitful field may be counted for a foreſt.“ 

May that ſpirit of humanity ever aQuate 
the Members who direct the Charity for poor 
Debtors! And may their laudable and much- 
2pplauded example diffuſe its benign influence 
through the land, till mercy ſhall riſe up 
againſt the judgment of the preſent laws, 
and the cries of an innocent man be never 
more heard to reſound from the gloomy con- 
ancs of a doleful priſon !. 


Jam, SI R, yours, 


.... 1-4-6; 


WEITTTEN. SY 
R. CUMBERLAN D, Esse. 


Ind ſpoken by Mr. Burr and Mrs. Mar— 


Tocks, at Covent-Garden Theatre, after 
the Jealous Wife, performed for the Uſe 
v1 the So jety at the Thatched Houſe Fa— 
zern, for the Relief and Diſcharge of Per— 
ons impriſoned for ſmall Debts, 

F The 
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The Curtain riſes, and diſcovers a Priſon; at ſon; 
Diſtance a Woman poorly habited, and in a diſc. 
folate Attitude; after landing for ſome Time mi. 
tionleſs, in a Poſture of fixed Attention, fhe ſpeal. 


oman. 


Tu O U loathſome dungeon, in whoſe dreary 
womb 

The pining debtor finds a living tomb, 
Where 'midſt the clank of chains and diſra! vel, 
Of ſhackled felons my ſad huſband dwells ; 
From his dark cell, Oh give him to my view ! 
Let him look forth, and take a laſt adieu. 

[ As ſhe advances towards the priſon, a per ſin it 

Gentleman's apparel accoſts her.] 


Mas: 


Stay, child of ſorrow, thou whoſe piercing groan! 
Might move to pity e'en theſe ſenſeleſs ſtones, 
Why doſt thou bend thy melancholy way 
To that drear dungeon ? Child of ſorrow, ſtay. 


Wiman. 
Why ſhould I ſtay, or my ſad griefs impart * 
Can there be pity in a human heart ? 
Away, and let me die 


Man. 
No; if 'tis there 


You ſcek ſome captive friend, renounce deſpair; 
Fot, 


ant 


„% T 67 


/ 


r, tho? the iron hand of law bas barr'd 


hoſe ſurly doors which you dread manſion guard, 


"now there are found, on whoſe dilated breaits 
The heav'n-deſcended dove of pity reſts, 

*2uls that delight with foſt'ring ſmiles to cheer 
ne broken heart, and Cry affliction's tear, 
Mick the wan debtor ſrom his noiſome den, 

and launch him on the chearful walks of men. 


Ii nian. 

If ſuch there be, oh lead me to their fight, 
rd let me plead a wretched ſuff'rer's right. 
Can there be truth, humanity, or ſenſe, 

!n laws that make misfortune an offence ? 
Torn from his famiſh'd babes, and frantic wife, 
father, huſband, there muſt end his life! 
tre tch'd on his ſtraw the guiltleſs captive lies, 
Wile round his temples ſickly damps ariſe, 
That e'en the murderer's ignominious fate 
Were welcome refuge from his hopeleſs ſtate, 
oft are the hands whoſe honeſt labour fed 
His helpleſs innocents with daily bread ; _ 
: or day by day the buſy loom he ply'd, 
With ſoft contentment ſinging by his ſide : 
11] heaven flung out the ſignal to deſtroy, 
And dropt it's curtain o'er this ſcene of joy. 
Nine tedious weeks the languid patient lay 
To dire diſeaſe an unreſiſting prey; 
The tenth ſucceeded - when alas! behold 
A worſe tormentor in a human mould, 
E 2 A griping 
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A griping creditor; eſcape who can, 

When man's great foe aſſumes the ſhape of 

Steel'd to their trade, and deaf to all our cries, 

Relentleſs ruffians ſeize their legal prize; 

From my fond arms a dying huſband tear, 

And plunge their victim in a dungeon—there. 
Man. 

Enough! go ſpeak the healing words of peace 
To thy ſad mate, and bear him this releaſe. 
Tell him the Muſe, which on theſe ſcenes attend, 
That balſam to his wounded ſpirit ſends ; 

And know this truth thyſelf, *tis not alone 
The preacher's pulpit, and the monarch's throar, 
'That Charity frequents ; but in this age 

She guides the theatre, and treads the ſtage : 
Lo! ſhe is preſent, caſt your eyes around, 

And here in each ſpectator's heart ſhe? Found, 


*.* On the morning of the day of perſorm— 
ance, the ſubjoined paragraph was inſerted 
by ſome Friend to the Charity in the Dal 
Adveriiſer, 23d Dec. 1773. 


„Ihe avidity, with which the peop'e 0 


England have taken up the ſupport of the . 


tional Charity for the Relief of Debtoss, 


ſtrongly indicates the delicacy of their fce- 
ings; and it is happy to find the diſintereftes 


manner, 


man 
has 

for t 
their 


* 
nour 
were 
the h 
the ft 
the pi 


or fe 


(1a 


rity 


W. 


Than 1 
Keen t 
With! 
The w 
With & 
And th 
Catch a 


manger, in which that Charity is conducted 
has not eſcaped the attention of Foreigners; 
ſor their Miniſters, it is ſaid, will appear at 
their benefit this evening.“ 


+++ The Ambaſſadors accordingly did ho- 
nour the Charity with their preſence, and 
were pleaſed to expreſs their approbation of 
the humane deſign. In conſequence whereot 
the ſubſequent Lines appeared in ſeveral of 
the public Prints. 


On ſceing the Foreign Miniſters at Covent- 
Garden Theatre, for the Benefit of the Cha- 
rity for Relief of Debtors, &c. 


To R. CUMBERLAND, Eſq; 


Wan k Britiſh hearts, not leſs with cou- 
rage fir'd, 

Than with true Pity's generous glow inſpir'd: 

Keen to cach pang of ſuffering and diſtreſs, 

With joy prefent the cordial of redr-(s : 

The world around, attentive to their praiſe, 

With equal wonder and applauſe, ſurveys ; 

And the glad nations, as they view, admire, 

Catch and communicate the glorious fire! 


E 3 Yes, 
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Yes, gentle CUMBERLAND, this truth we 

prov'd, 

Sweet Pard, by all applauded and belov'd, 

When late to hear thy plaintive numbers flow, 

In all the moving melody of woe—- 

— Thy numbers genuine picture of thy heart 

Perſuaiive pleading the poor DEBToR's part— 

The noble Band, high by their C0;"reivn, 
plag'd, 

The charidable ſcene together grac'd : 

1 he trueſt praiſe imparting to our plan, 

The plan of Mercy—and the cauſe of Un 


Oh may thoſe worthics, who ſo juſt!, lan 
The honour'd meed of genuine Britil | me 
Thro' all their realms of Britiſh mercy ell, 
And fpread that ſpirit they applaud fo well! 
Oh may thoſe worthies for their ac ſhews 
The kindred fpirit in their breaſts t! zJows: 
1 hat ſpirit wide thro' every region read, 
Where'er humanity hath tears to ſhed ! 
That Man no more to Man the bittereſt toe, 
May melt with ſympathy, and feel for woe: 
That pale AMiction may be ſeen no more, 
And dreary priſons ope each iron door. 
That one bleſt law may rule the willing ball, 


And univerfal Love encircle all! 
W. D. 


The 
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; The following letter alſo appeared in the 
GAZETTEER, in recommendation of the 


Charity. 
To the Printer of the GAZETTEER. 


You R readineſs to inſert any thing in 
your uſeful paper that tends to the real bene- 
fit of mankind, induces me to fend vou the 
following piece. | 

All men of tender ſenſibility glory in the 
birth of a Society * which docs honour to hu- 
manity, and gratifies its moit delicat feelings ; 
a Seciety which bas done the n:0!t eyential ſer- 
vice to the commercial intere/?s cl this kingdom, 
by giving freedom and new lite to thoſe uſe- 
ful manufacturers, whoſe labours are to the 
community an invaluable treaſure. May di- 
vine providence proſper their endeavours for 
general good! and happy ſhall I elteem my- 
ſelf, if this ſmall rt (a prelude to a more 
extenſive plan I have in view) may render 


The Society at the Thatched-Houſe Tavern, 
St. James's-ſtreet, for relieving Perſons confined 
for ſmall debts. | 
ſore 
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ſome ſervice, by attracting the generous an. 
humane to view with pitying eyes the ſuRer. 
ings © their fellow-creatures, and own th: 
they are men. Thoſe, whoſe hearts are di. 
veſted of humanity, and who are deaf to the 
cries of diſtreſſed indigence, I addreſs in the 
words of Juvenal, in his 15th Satire, who 
juitly fays, the man, 


Who can all ſenſe of others ills eſcape, 
Is but a brute at beſt in human ſhape, 


Dec. 20, 1773. W. AuG. WIIIISs, NI. D. 


ODE To Tus SOCHTETY. &. 


1 avas in frijon, and ye came unto me, 


Matthew, chap. 25. v. 36. 


BLEST is the man, ſo ſings the hallow'd Bard, 
Who to the needy lends a willing ear. 
Who views the poor with pitying eye, 

Nor proudly ſpurns the wretched when they cry: 
Heav'n will his pious care reward, 

From ev'ry trouble ſet him clear, 
Hail, Charity! thou heav'nly gueſt, 
Come fill our hearts with love divine, 
Beſt virtue of the human breaſt, 
Above them all tranſcendent ſhine ! 


Punt 


O D E. 73 


point out to us the pleaſing road, 
Which leads to glory and to God; 
© fill our breaſts with love ſincere, 
44d from the chriſtian eye extract the pious tear, 


See Indigence extend 

Her wither'd hand and fick'y eye; 
Hope bids her ſeek a tender friend 

To ſhield from ſad neceſſity 
She bids her truſt Almighty pow'r 
To bleſs the preſent happy hour, 
And melt thoſe hearts his mighty finger made, 
To be by heav'nly paſſions ſway'd, 


Induſtry, with careful hand, 
Diſpenſes bleſſings o'er the land; 
While Merit through the ſciences extends 
Her ſearching pow'rs for nobleſt ends. 
But ſad impriſonment detains, 
And binds them with inglorious chains: 
Nerveleſs thoſe hands which others wants ſupply! 
Induſtry aſks to give her future pow'r, 
To crown with bleſſings each laborious hour; 
She :fks what Freedom's ſons will ne'er deny, 
To make their varied commerce tell, 
Lritons in arts, as well as arms excel, 
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Soft Innocence imploring ſtands, 
Wich lovely looks, uplifted hands! 
Can Britons turn a tearleſs eye, 

Or baniſh tender ſympathy, 


Refuſe 


Retulet from ſu woe | 
Inc hands from whence their cor forts Row, ( 
Th iaduſtrious father, and the faithful ; 
'The 10Clal balm OJ naman lite. , 
His tender refuge from the pag! cf 
Fill'd with affetion, fee | L 
In filent {orrow wooe the * 
From Ilia den and yen ſhe ſees: ay 
Ye ger.'rous Fair, whoſe boſur I 
The tend'reſt pangs for cthers e, :t 1 
Your ſoft ſenſations ſtrive not to ccr.--al uni 


And, while the chryſtal torrents tow, 
Indulge the heavenly ſympathy ; 
Tis virtue ſparkling in your eye! 
Tears of humanity more grace the fair, 
Than diamonds glitt'ring in their glofly hal. 


Ye bright examples of the age, 

Let ſoft humanity your thoughts engage; 
Who love their country and their God, 
Who wou'd eſcape Affli tion's rod, 

Who wiſh a laſting peace to gain, 
Immortal honour to obtain, 

Let them exert their utmoſt pow'r 


To ſhield Misfortune in her trying hour! 
Let ſtreams of gen'rous bounty flow, 
From Merit ward the impending blow ; 
Bid Induſtry uprear her languid head, 
Save Innocence from want and dread ; 


Rey ard 


Reward the dear, the faithful wife, 

Chear the ſad mourner with returning life : 
Approving conſcience ſhall your praiſes fins, 
To your own boſoms ſolid comforts bring. 


Let ycur light fo ſhine libre men, that they may ſce | 
yur grod works, and giorify your Father who is 1 
in heaven. Matthew, chap. 5. ver. 16. | 

4 erily, J jay Unto you, in as much as Ze hade done 4 | 
:t unto One of the leaft of my brethren, ye have done it a | 

te "UW | 
unto me. Matthew, chap. 25. v. 40. | j | 
* 1 1 
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FOR THE 


DEBTOR's Application to this 
SOCIETY for RELIEr. 


Eac H of the Goalers ſend to the Society, 
2 Monthly Liſt of Debtors who deſire Relief, 
under the following heads: 


Date of commitment; — name ;—=age ;— 
proteſſion ;—number of family ;—late place 


of abode ;—ſum ſworn to by the plaintiff ; — 
for what the debt was contracted ; —plaintitt's 
name ;—plaintift's addreſs ; — and names of 
verſons who will vouch for the debtor's cha- 
:acter for ſobriety, integrity, and induſtry, 


Then the debtor receives gratis from the 
720:er a Copy of the following printed Pe- 


tion: 


le the Right Honnurable the PRESIDENT, the 
VIcE-PRESIDENSTS, and the other Members 
of the Society for the Diſcharge and Relief of 
Perſons confined for Small Debts. 


| be humble Petition of 

late of Street, in the 
Pariſh of 

n the County of 
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74 FORMS FOR 


SHEWETH, 


Thar your Petitioner is in the 


Year of his Age: by Profeſiicn : 


and hath * 


THAT he was committed to this Priſon © 


the 
| Day of 
for .« Debt e . 1 d. due tc 
of Street, in the Pariſh of 
for | 


which Debt the Plaintiff hath ſworn to, 1 
proceeded againſt your Petitioner to a 


THAT it may require . to obtail 
your Petitioner's Liberty, who having no 


J ſert the Wife and Number of Children, if any. 
+ Injert what K1ND of Value the Priſoner had ©; 
his P lainiiff for the Debt contratted. 
* Here muntion the Declaration, Trial, or Judge 
nent, as the Cale may be. 
fel. 


ec 
mo 
14 


refe 


Itre 


or: 


THE DEBTORS. 5 


ects or Power to diſcharge the faid Debt, he 
noſt humbly prays to partake of your Bounty, 
1 ſuch way as to you may ſeem meet; and 


refers to 


of 
Street, in the Pariſh of 
for a Character of his Sabriety, Integrity, and 


I-duftry. 


N. B. Debtors who deſire to partake of this 
Charity, muſi apply by PETITION ONLY; 4 
orinted Form of which may be had of their re- 
[petive Keepers GRATIS. 


The blank Form muſt be filled up, with an ex- 
, Deſcription of the Petitioner's Caſe, which 
nut correſpond with the Keeper's monthly Lift, 


Petitions muſt be ſent by the Penny Poſt, in- 
(sſed and directed 
lo be put into the LET TER-Box, No. 7, in 
CRAVEN STREET, Strand. 


An Attempt to impoſe on the SOCIETY in 
N Particular, wall prevent the Petitioner be- 


ng relieved by them, 
When 
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When the Society receive the Petition, i: 


is incloſed in a copy of the following Jetter, 
and ſent to the Perſons to whom the Petition 
refers for a character; which, if approved of, 
renders the Petitioner an object of the Soci- 
ety's Attention. 


CRAVEN-STRZEET, Strand, the of 177 
Society for the Diſcharge and Relicf 
of Perſons impriſoned for Smal! 


Debts. 

883 "My 
a Priſon 
confined in the for a Deli 
ef 4. having ſent 150 


encloſed Petition to this Society for Relief, and re- 
ferred them to you fer a Character; the Stciety 
requeſt the Favor of a Line, with your Op41, 
of the Petitisner's Character for SOBRIETTY, 
INTEGRITY, and INDUSTRY; and whether 
ther the other AſJertions in the Petition are tue. 


Be pleaſed o torte your Opinion on the hack A. 
of this Letter, and return it by the Penny Pal, A 
with the Petition inclofel and directed | 


To be put into the LETTER-Box, No. 7, in 
Ce AVEN-OTREET, Strand. 


B E N F. 


A 
. HL: 1 S T 
I, | 

Cor O K I 
” WH GENERAL axo ANNUAL it 
1 

BENEFACTION S. 14 

1 

/ N. B. Thoſe marked with a are annual Benrfaors. 11 
f iN 
J L. . 4. 1 
NONYMOUS — 1 104 
An unknown Bene factor, by f 6 
Mr. Hughes — 100 0 0 ll | 
5 A. B. — — . 14 | 

. A.D. — — 55 0 itt 
A. B. — — 20 0 0 14 
; LY 7 — 55 0 1 
y A. B 2 bens F- "5 0 14 
1 \ Jew — —— „ in j 
5 Anonymous . 1 'k | 
, Laurence Aſubourne, Eſq; — 1 | [ ö 
A Lady unknown — 2 2 q jy | 
A. P. — 11 9 | 
i A. W. — — — 3 2 8 1 | 
f A Perſon unknown * 1 | | | 
Anonymous — — EE | 1. 
4 | Wh 
} Carried over — 4155 19 3 | | 
'S A. 2 1 


2. SENETACT ION: 


Prought over — 

Mr. Thomas Adderley — 
A. Nobleman, C. C. . 
A. B. — — 
Anonymous, by Mr. Goff of Ipſwich 
Anonymous 
Anonymous, ſubſcribed, © from an 

Heart bleſſed with humanity” 
A Clergyman — 
A. Z. — 
A. B. 


A Perſon unknown — 
—VDH2y7H— — 


Anonymous 
A. B. by Mr. Nelme 
A. B. 
A Lady, by the Hon. Mr. Walſing- 
ham 
A. B. 
A perſon unknown, by W. W. 
A. B. — — 
Mrs. A e I —— 
A. Z. his ſecond Benefaction — 
A. K. — 
A. A. — 
Mrs. A. H. 
A Lady unknown 


A. 


Carried over 


£5 6 
155 19 
2 12 
10 10 
10 0 
3 
1 
1 
1 
20 0 
1 
8 
3 3 
10 © 
3.2 
838 
Fj 
20 0 
1-3 
4 2 
20 0 
1 1 
98 
2 2 
3 
o 6 


0 0 © &S © 0. © © -- GO Ws 
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Brought over 
A. B. — 
A. B. 
A Lady, by Meſſrs. Coutts 
A. Z. his third Benefaction 
A, B. 


A Lady unknown — 
A Forfeit — 
A. B. 
A Lady, by Mr. Minchin 
A. B. by Meſſrs. Biddulph and Co. 
A. B. by Mr, Willis 
A. Z. 
young Clergyman 
A. Z. 

KR 


A. R. — 


ooh 


1 


S W = winmmnumn = = „ 88 = 


Wan 


A. D. 

A Lady unknown 

A Lady by Mr. Crane 

A. Z. his ſecond Benefaction 

Anonymous 

A. B. 

A Wager concerning the fate of Mr. 
Wilkes's Election to the Mayoral- 
ty, intended to have been ſpent 
at a Tavern — 


5. 


4. 

288 
5 
1 


da 
O 


> un 9 „„ n „ „ ee 0 nw ue 
00606000000 ee dee eee ese „eee 


1 


«4 
ww 


Carried over — - £408 12 9 


G 2 


A Friend 


64 BENEFACTIONS. 


Brought over — 


A Friend of Lord Beauchamp's, 
(Vice Preſident) by his Lordſhip 20 ©o © 
A Lady uuknown, by ]. T. 4 4 0 
A. B. by Mr. Nelme, ſecond Bene— 
faction — — 10 0 
A. B. — — 8 5 
A. B. — 10 10 
A perſon in the Country, by J. V. 3 8 
A. T. by Meſſrs. Dorrien — 5 8 
A. T. by Mr. Leacroft — 4-2-4 
A. B — — 2:2: 0 
A. W. C8 
A. the Overplus of a Tavern reck- 
oning — o 12 9 
Hon. Mr. Juſtice Aſton — — CTY 
A. B. — 1 
A. Z. third Beneſaction —— 11 
* Mr. Thomas Adderley —_— & 4 
* Mr. Cain Adams — 2 0 
£450 6 
B. 
Right Hon. Lord Beauchamp, Vice 
Preſident — 100 10 0 
William Becher, Eſq; — — E 0-H 
B. W. — — 10 © 
Carried over _ £46 -5- 6 


William 


BENEFACTIONS. 8; 
6 
Brought over — ii 
William Bayntun, Eſq; — 3 
Earl Breadalbane — — 5 
Mr. Bridgeman — EY 
Nefrs. Biddulph and Cocks —— $$. 
Hon. Mrs. Boſcawen — — 1 0 
I urence Beauchamp, Eſq; — — 1 
John Barnard, Eſq; — —— 8 
John Boldero, Eſq; — 8.4.0 
Laurence Beauchamp, Eſq; ſecond ET. 
Sir Charles Bunbury 10 10 © 
The Rev. F. Bacon — 5 
. — 3 0 
Mr. Barker, of Lyndon, Rutlandſhire 3 
B. ſecond Benefaction under a diffe— 
rent Signature — WR G8 
Itzac Hawkins Brown, Eſq; — 10 10 0 
Ihn Baller, Efq; — 10 10 0 
. — — 10 10 © 
B. K. — 1939 
I arl of Buckinghamſhire — 21 0 © 
lieutenant Governor Boys — — 1 
B. X. 10 6 
Miſs Boyle, by the Hon. Mr. Wal- 
ſingham 8: 2:0 
Farl Briſtol — — 20 0 0 
Mrs. Brere — — 10 


Carried over — 1.152 14 4 


G 3 Mr. 


—. - E 


BENE FT ACTLIUN SY, 
15 


Brought over — 
Mr. Bullock — 


B. V. — — 


Lady Bradſhaigh 
Theodore H. Broadhead, Eſq; 
John Bond, Eſqz — 

B. N. 
Iſaac Hawkins Browne, Eſq; ſecond 


Bene faction — 


B. T. — — 
John Boldero, Eq; ſecond Benefac- 
tion 


Rev. Mr, Birch of Handſworth — 
B. R. of Norwich, ſecond Benefaction 
Earl of Puckinghamfhize, ſecond 

Beneſaction — 
Theodore II. Broadhead, ſecond 

Benefaction. 
Thomas Boddington, Eſq; 
Hon. Mrs. Boſcawen, ſecond E#nc- 

faction — — 
KA on 3 
Mr. Eurrell — — 
* Richard Becher, Eſq; — 


* Mr. Edward Bevan 
* Mr. Samuel Briggs 


$6.6, 
152 14 4 
20 0 0 Charl 
1 1 9 
5283 
3 
3 
3 
10 10 
331 
13 
1 
20 0 
3 
53 
1 
8 
3 3 
$4 
$ ---2 
S 2 
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B EN E F ACTIONS. 97 


4. BA £2: uh 
0 The Archbiſhop of Canterbury — 20 © 0 
= Charlotte-Street and Bedford Cha- 
0 pels, Feb. 23, 1772. — i 10 
0 . D. —— 16 U 0 
0 Lady Frances Coningeſby — 10 10 O 
0 Lady Edward Clive — $90 
| Rev Mr. Craven — — „ 
9 Miſs C. — — —_— I © 
0 GS. —— — LES 
C. M. — — ee 2.-G 
R wy ff —ͤ— —— 8 
dir Robert Clayton — 11 
Lady Clayton — ls. 
, C. W. — — . 
. C. S. N. — 3 3. 0 
Lady Frances Coningeſby, ſecond 
: Bene faction 10 10 0 
C. R. —— — 10 0 © 
: Rev. Mr. Canning — o 10 6 
; Mrs, C. M. — — 8 5 
CE: — — 3 
: George Colman, Eſq; — 10 10 0 
f E. B. 3 1 8 
; Rev. Mr. Craven, ſecond Ber.” action 3 < 
: Francis Caryl, Eſq; 0 
Carried over — L£.190 18 6 
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8. DBENEFACTION SI 


„ 
Brought over — 190 18 6 
Mr. Noah Clye — 2 22 
Charlotte Street Chapel, 1773 31 9 © 
Rev. Mr, Philip Cocks — 1 
C. M. TE” 
John Crewe, Eſq; of Bolſworth, 
Cheſhire —— E028 
E. F. — — "OE he 
Francis Caryl, Eſq; ſecond Bene- 
faction — 2 2 6 
George Colman, Eſq; ſecond Bene- 
faction — 
Mr. Noah Clye, ſecond Bene faction 
C. M. 


The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, fe- 


cond Bene action 


Char. San. 


* Rev. Doctor Cockayne — 

1.285 19 
D. 

The Duke of Devonſhire — 10 10 
John Delme, Eſq. 1 

John Delme, Eſq; ſecond Bene- 
faction 31 10 
Mr. R. Dixon — — 0 10 


Carried over 


O 


al 0 0 0 


oO 
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BENEFACTIONS. 839 
3 
Brought over — 47 18: © 
Mr. Du Bellamy —— — 5 
D. H. — — 1 
Deborah — — 20 0 o 
D.C; 1 3 
D. H. ſecond Benefaction — — 3 
. 8. — +. 0 
D. W. — — 3 3 8 
Bron Dimſdale — — 10 10 0 
D. E. — — 3 
D. B. — — — 2 2 8 
D. W. — 3 
D. H. third Benefaction — 3 
Mr. John Darker — C6 
Rev. Doctor Dickens — 0 
D. C. ſecond Benefaction —— 3 2 
D. C. third Benefaction —— 30 
* Rev. Dr. Dodd — — „ 
* Mr, Richard Dixon, ſecond Bene- 
faction — 1 
Mr. Benjamin Dorſett — $:-Y 
* Rev. Richard Dodd — 2 0 


L. 123 18 6 
E. — — 
3 


The Dean of Exeter 
Sidney Evelyn, M. L. of Upton 


Grey, Hants 6-6 9 
Carried over ww 11-10 
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go BENEFACTIONS. 


. „ 

Brought over — 11 11 
E. W. — 2 2 0 
Mr. Joſeph Edwards — T.-L 
Mr. Evans — 1 
The Provoſt of Eton —— 8 
Mr. E. M. H. „ 5 EY 
E. L. — — . 
| hf — — £44 
E**n — — 235 o o 
E. V. N. — —. 13 1 8 
| hy — — 1 
F. T. —— — — E 
E. W. — — — 3 * 
E. W. — — 3 
E. N. — — 1 
E. I. — — 1 
E. Z. C. — — 3 
3 — — 1 1 0 
Mr. Elwell — — o 10 6 
B. P. — — 1 8 
4.84 6 6 
F. — 
Lord Folkſtone — — 1 
Lady Mary Fitzgerald — $$ © 
Mr. ]. Flower — o 10 6 
At —— — 755 
Mrs. F. R. — — 8 
Carried over — 1.13 0 
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BENEFACTION.S. 


Brought over 

F. S, ſecond Benefaction, under an- 
other Signature 

Fine from a Hackney Coachman — 


YN 


— — 2 
— — 
— — — 
— — 
— -- - 
— ꝑ — 
— H—„ 


F. 
F. 
F. 
F. 
F. 
F. 
F. 
T 'F reeman, Eſq; 
F. 

F. 


oo EPP PAY 


John Forſter, Eſq; — 
F. R. S. ſecond Benefaction 
Fine from a Hackney Coachman, 
. F. — 
Mr. Walter Fletcher 
Thomas Fairfax, Eſq; of Tadcaſter 
Mr. John Francis, Birmingham — 
The Stewards of the late grand Feaſt 
of FREE and Accepted Ma- 
ſons, being the Ballance of the 
Treaſurer's Accounts 
Fine from a Hackney Coachman 
F. R. S. third Benefaction — 
F. R. S. fourth Benefaction 
F. G. Eſq; — —— 


Wanne 


|| 


Carried over — 
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Brought over 3 1 
. 10 


F. R. S. fifth BenefaQion — & 5 þ 
* William Fuller, Eſq; — "at 
G. = 1 4 
Earl Guildford, firſt Beneſaction — 18 10 0 
Sir John Griffin Griffin, Bart 20 © 
Sir Sampſon Gideon, Bart. 20 0 c 
G. N. of Chelſea — — 3 
Mr. John Goft, of Ipſwich - — 1 1 8 
Mrs. Heſter Greville 3 3 3 © 
G. E. — ee FI 
G. G. — — 8 1 
Lady Griffin, — — 1 4 0 
G. II. — A DIAS 3 
William Gardiner, Eſq; — 10 10-0 
Robert Goſling, Eſq; had 3 
Grand Jury for the City and Liberty 
of Weſtminſter — 15 
6. — — 1 2 
8. 8. ee, eee, 
Mr. G. Grieve — „ 
G. E. by Mr. Neild — 3 : 
G A —— — — 1 
9. 4.7 —— — 1 
G. G. —ͤ— — 2 2 0 
Mr. Greville — 3 
G. I. T. ſecond dee lde — 1 
Carried over — 106 13 
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6 3 
Brought over — 106 13 6 

Sir Sampſon Gideon, Bart, ſecond Bene- 
faction 6 - — — 11 
G. D. — 7. 7: 
Gentleman by Mr. Hoſkins — 11 1 8 
Mrs. M. Goff, of Ipſwich — 8 
6. S. B. ſecond Benefactionä— 38 
6. G. — 0 
Earl Guild ford, ſecond Benefaction 10 10 © 
436 1 6 

H. 
Earl Hertford — — 30 0 0 
Earl Hardwicke . — — 10 10 0 
Henry Hoare, Eſq; and (oo. 21 o 0 
Henry Hawley, Eſq; — 1 
james Haughton, Eſq; — 10 10 0 
Mrs. Harenc — — © 3:4 
Mrs. Marianne Hayes —_— 131 0 
I. — — — o 10 6 
Homo — — . 
Mr. and Mrs. II. — — 13 
Miſs Hockley — — - $$: 6 
H. H. Junior — — 1 
H. Z. — — 1 
H. R. — — 5 5 0 
Carried over — 16.100 17 


— G +. a4 - 


34 BENEFACTIONS. 


Brought over — 3 + K 
Rev. Mr. Hewett — — 1 
A. . — — A 
Humanus — — 1 
J. Zephaniah Holwell, Elqgz; — 50 o »5 
H. A. — 20 0 Q 
Rev. Mr. Hankey — — EL YN 
H. M. — — 10 10 0 
Rev. Mr. Holcombe — 2 2 0 
Mr. A. Humphreys — — o 10 6 
H. N. — 3 

Mr. Hudſon, an Acknowledgment for 
an Aſſault on him O 10 6 
Mr. and Mrs. H. ſecond bene faction 3 42 
H. K. — — | Bis 
* Iſaac Hawkins, Eq; — 0 
* Mr. 'Thomas Hull — 1 
Dr. Hill, Bayſwater — =o. 
* Mr. Lowen Hoad — . 
* Rev. Mr. Hankey — — ; 0 
Heighway, Eſq; — 5 5 0 
4.220 4 6 

. 

I. M. Eſq; — — 110 
I. B. — — 100 o 0 
Mrs. Jebb — — 2 2 0 
I. F. — — o 10 6 


Carried over * 103 13 6 
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Le 1. 4. 

Brought over — 5 

Mr. William jones — — 0 10 6 

I. A. W. firſt Benefaction — 1 

4 W. — 3 F 
I. N. Norwich _ — EE 
1 28 —— 1 

. D. — — —— 1 

J. I. ſccond Beneſaction — 010 6 

I. N. of Norwich, ſecond Bene fadtion, 

by B. R. — EY 
I. F. B. — 5 5 
J. D. from the Country — 4 4 
I. II. — 11 
Rev. Dr. Ibbetfom — — 2 2 
I. A. W. ſecond Beneſaction =- 4 4 
I. A. H. — 33 
I. B. third Benefaction — 3 3 
I. S. — — — 11 
I. F. ſecond Beneſaction — 38 3 
9. — 0 10 

L. 209 11 6 

Ks — — 

Lord King — 10 0 0 

Lord King, ſecond Benefaction — 10 © © 

K. H. ——— 1 10 

* Richard Kelfall, Eſq; — 33 0 

Mr. Alexander Kilgour — 2 2 0 


cc So. OS OI 6 © © © © 


The 
peter 
Miſs 
Lond 


p: 
L. 8. 
The « 
E 
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L. M 
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L. 
„ 
The Biſhop of London — 10 10 © 
Peter Leheup, jun. Eſq; — 100 o 0 
Miſs Lockart — — 3 2 
London Exchange Banking Com- 
pany, St. James's Street — 10 10 © 
L. S. C. — 3.23.4 
The old Club at Le Tellieurs, in 
Half-Moon-Street, Piccadilly 2 1 6 
The Biſhop of Landaff —— 8 
L. M. — 10 10 0 
L I. C. — 10 10 0 
Lazzaroni Club, at the Thatch'd- 
Houſe Tavern, by their Preſident 
T. G. Fothergill, Eſq; — 37 16 o 
L. V. 8. — "BE 
London Coffee-houſe — 10 © © 
L. G. — ET 
Mr. Sampſon Lloyd, of Birmingham 1 
en — — — [FS 
Lady unknown — Bly 
E.. Ks — 20 0 0 
L. N. 1 
London Exchange Banking Com- 
pany, ſecond Benefaction „ 
e. 3 
Meſſrs. Lowry, Newton, and Co. 13 1 
Baker John Littlehales, Ef; — 2 2 0 
4 259 3 3 
H 3 M. L 


— 


—: P , . 


— — 


| : 
1 : 
7 : 

: 
44 
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98 ENU Ter | 
M. f 
Lord Maynard — — 7 F : | 
* Sir Sydney Medows — 50 o 0 
i — 3 
M. II. — — 1 1 
M. L. — 1 1 
M. C. — O 10 
Hon john Moleſworth 1 
M. T. firſt Benefaction 1 
Lady Milner — 1 
M. F. — 1 1 
Mrs. M. H. ſecond Benefactioa— 2 2 
M. C. — oo 
Mrs. Ann Myles — ER 
M. H. by Mr. Turncr " BY 1 - 
M, C. — 2 2 9 
M. S. — mm— 8 
M. 1. — 1 1 0 
M. . M. —2—ͤ—ͤ— — 1 BT. 
Sir Horatio Mann, Bart. "WW. 
Hon, Walter Mole{worth 10 0 0 
M. T. 1 1 0 
M. F. — — 1 
Mrs. Mawhood — 2 2 0 
Rev. Mr. Maſon, by Mr, Horſefield 21 00 
M. 2. GG — — — 34 0 
MF. — — — 1 
M. D. Berks — — 2 2 0 
Carried over — 4.153 9 0 
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Mm Ugg SS 0a © S . oO oo 


0:0 © A, 


OO 0D . e 


= hg 
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C 


A 


— 


| 
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Brought over _ 
M. P. — 
Miſs M. F. — — 


M. E, third Benefaction 
M. W. O. — 

M. T. ſecond Benefaction 
M. K. E. avon 

* Hon. Mrs. Marſham 

* Hon, Charles Marſham 
* Thomas Marſon, Eſq; 

* Mr, William Miller 

* Dr. Manningham 

* James Mitchel, Eq; 


ie 


N. 

* Hon. Mr. Juſtice Nares, Vice Pre- 

ſident — — 
Dutcheſs of Northumberland — 
Noah, Daniel, and Job —— 
James Norman, Eſq; ——_— 
Robert Nettleton, Eſq ; — 
N. N. — — 
Naſh, Eddowes, and Patrie —— 
Mr. Edward Neale — 
N. G. —— — 
Noah, Daniel, and Job, ſecond Be- 

ne faction _ — 


Carried over — 
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05 


eee 0:0 0:0 


wo  BENETACTHI 
Brought over —— 

N. E. . 

N. M. W 


No. 15, 157, a Ticket in Mr. Cox's 
Muſeum Lottery, ſent by a Gen- 
tleman unknown, the value 
whereof cannot be aſcertained 

N. H. by Mr. Briggs — 

Noah, Daniel, and Job, third Bene- 
faction 

N. N. ſecond Benefaction 

N. N. ſecond Benefaction 

* Mr. William Neild 

* Mr. L. D. Nelme 

* Mr. James Neild — 

* Rev, William Nowell 

Mr. Francis Newbury, jun. 


O. 
* Lord Orwellku — 
O. A. L. S. S. D. 


O. B. 
Mrs, Ord 


P. 
The Biſhop of Peterborough 
Philanthropos 


Carricd over 


NS. 
4. „ 
74 18 6 

1 
1 
0 
20 
IF ED, 
3 
83:0 
WH 
1” 234 
2-6 
2.20 
12101 6 
8 
1 
1 1 0 
11 0 


SENEF ACTIVUNS, 08 
„ 
Brought over —— 56 66 8 
P. G. — — 10 0 0O 
P. F. — — — 10 0 0 
Lord Pigot — — 110 
Ph. B. — — 20 0 0 
Mr. I. Paroiſſien —— — o 10 6 
Mr. Pariſh — — 110 
P. P. — — — 2 2 0 
Honcurable Miſs Poyn:z — 1 1 © 
Pantheon, by Mefirs. Scotrey and 
Donnellan — — 3 :-.0.-.0 
.. — — — 1 1 8 
P. K. —— — — 11 0 
Mr. James Preſton — — 2 2 © 
Oneſiphorus Paul, Eiq; — 0 
PO. — 10 10 2 
Mr. T. Pellot — 1 1 8 
Mr. Pickering — 2 2 0 
Mr, Pariſh, of Ipſwich, ſecond Bene- 
faction — 2 2 0 
Proprietors of Covent-Garden Theatre 
by a Benefit Play — 102 13 o 
John Preſton, Eſq; — — 3 3 O 
* Mr. Chriſtopher Pinchbeck —— 2 2 o 
* Mr. John Phillips — — 2 2 0 
4-237 5 6 
Righ 
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| 
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02 BENEFACTIONSS. 


R. 

„ 
* Right Hon. Lord Romney, Preſident 5 5 © 
Earl Radnor 1 
Mrs. Rich — — 

R. T. ſecond Benefaction, but under 
a different Signature — 2 2 0 
Mr. R. D. ſecond Benefattion L404 
Earl Radnor, ſecond Bene faction 5 
Counteſs of Radnor C- 4.0 
1 — — 10 0900 
R. M. — — 2 0 
R. P. — — — 2 2 „» 
. — — — 42 2 
an — — — 3 3 0 
R. D. — —— — 110 
Mrs. R. B — 15 0 0 

The Executors of the late Mr. Daniel 

Remy, of Newport Court, St. 
Ann's, Weſtminſter, — 100 o o 
R. A. — 110 
Rev. J. D — 2 2 0 
R. H. — — 10 10 o 
R. B. II. — — — 110 
R. Mm — — 11 0 
Rural — — 2 2 0 
R. J. — — 1 1 
R. F. Eſq; by Mr. Sanxay — 33 0 
Carried over r 
Earl 


4 4 ww = ww — 


I 2 2A 0 0 


_— WY 
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3 

Brought over — 183 16 © 

Earl Radnor, third Benefaction — 10 10 © 

R. E. Eſq; — — 5M o 0 

R. Mm. ſecond Benefaction — 110 

N KA — 1 1 0 

| | * Mr. Ruſpini — — 2 2 0 
* Mr. Thomas Raikes — 2 2 o 


] 

| 8. 

) * Right Hon. Lord Chief Baron . 

) Smythe, Vice Preſident — 5 5 0 

) * Earl Stamford ——— 10 10 0 

) Earl Stanhope — — 31 0 0 

) Sundries, by Mr. Steuart — 0 10 6 
Lady Smythe — 2 2 o 
Richard Salloway, Eſq; firſt Bene- 

© faction — 0 

0 8. D. M. — 110 

0 8. C. — — 0 10 6 

0 8. P. G. — . — — 5 5 o 

0 8. B, — J 3 0 

0 Lord Chief Baron Smythe, Vice Pre- 

9 fident, ſecond Benefaction a=. CD 

0 Lady Smythe, ſecond Benefaction 3-30 

0 Miſs Stuffit — 33 

0 


Carried over — 4 


>y 
— 


* 


' 
| 
| 
i 
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104 BENEFACTIONS. 


Brought over 


8. A — — 
8. E — — 
8. G. — — —— 
Mr. Robert Sanxay — 
S. M. — 
8. R. — — 
Lord Sondes — — 
Lady Sondes — — 
8. B. — — — 
S. R. — 


Society of Gentlemen meeting at the 
George and Vulture Tavern in 
Cornhill, by Mr. Rutt 

Mr. 8s.—e 


8. G. 
* Richard Salloway, Eſq; ſecond 
Benefaction — 

Captain S. D. — — 
Sundry Gentlemen, by A. B. — 
8. B. —_— 
8. C. ma 
8. W. — — 
S. B. — — 
8. P. —— — 
Mr John Sage — —— 


Carried over — 4.185 6 


1 
63 0 © 
EZ: 4 

E 

1 

8331 

1 

8330 

10 10 oO 
K 

8 

1 

0 
* 

e a. 

5 5 0 

23-9 

31 10 o 
HS 

5 5 „ 

3 

$ 3-9 

3:0 

IO 10 0 
0 


BENEFACTIONS. rog 


„ #66 | 
; Brought over — 188 6 0 | 
) Mr. John Simms — =. 2 * 0 
5 —— Simpſon, Eſq; by Mr. Sanxay 5 1 
0 The old Thurſday's Club at the St. 
5 Albans Tavern 17 17 -6 jj 
0 Mr. Timothy Smith, Birmingham 1 | 
: 8. P. 8. — o 10 6 | 
O S, W. — S: 3 © | 
0 Francis Schutz, Eſq; 11 | 
0 John Speaker, Eſq; — 100 o 0 | 
5 Sundry Gentlemen from Ipſwich — 4 16 © | 
oympathy 8 22 0 | 
John Simms, Eſq; ſecond Benefaction 2 2 o' ll 
0 S. M. — 2 2 0 | | 
- Francis Schutz, Eſq; third Bene- | 
0 faction — 2 2 0 | 
S. M. ſecond Benefaction — 9 1 8 
0 Mr. Charles Steuart — 2 2 0 
5 Mr. Daniel Sutton — 2 2 0 
: £-335 15 6 
: w 5 
L John Thornton, Eſq; Vice-Preſident, 
: firſt BenefaQion — 20 0 @ 
8 R Thompſon, Eſq; — — 121 0 
vF Two Gentlemen — m— 
6 Three Ladies and one Gentleman 4 1 6 
1. Mr. Townſend — 116 
Carried over — 8 
1 T.Q 


z0þ BENEFACTIONS. 
| 3 


Brought over — 28 8 © 
„ ———— — 2 2 0 1 
Hon. Mrs. Trevor — 3 3 2% ꝛ T 
. — ci 6 1 T 
Fo Ks — 5:4 1 
John Thornton, Eſq; Vice-Prehdent, 
ſecond BenefaQion — 2) oO o | R 
John Thornton, Eſq; Vice-Preſident 4 
third Ecneiaion — 20 oo WM 
of Wa — 8 f 
Robert Thompſon, Eſq; third Bene- 
faction, under dieren signatures 2 2 © a 
John Thornton, Eſq; Vice Preſident, 
fourth Bene faction, being the Mo- 
ney returned from his Subſcrip— 
tion to the Plan for reducing the 
Price of Butchers Meat 3 ö 
Mr. Alderman Trecothick — 10 10 8 | 
'F «hos — — 3 | 
Mrs. Anna Maria Tracy — 5 5 0 | 
| 8 — . 8 
Mrs. T. V. ſccond Benefactlon, under 
a diſterent Jignature — 1106 
Tx $ 2 © 
Samuel Thornton, Efq; Clapham 20. 0 0 
T. C. ſecond Benefaction — 33 
T. R. — — 5 5 


Carried over 
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O 
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4. . &: 
Brought ov erxxwam 46-4 © 
T. R. — 5 5 0 
Ten of the Exchequer Jurors, by M. D. 3 3 © 
T. P. Eſq; firſt Benefaction — 1712 6 
T. C. third Benefaction from a Card 
Party — 3 3 0 
Robert and Henry Thornton, Eſqs. 10 10 © 
T. P. Eſq; ſecond Bene faction 6 0 
T. P. Eſq; third Benefaction 11 0 
Sam. Thornton, Eſq; 2d bene faction 5 5 oO 
* Robert Thompſon, Eſq; 3 
* Benjamin Thomas, Eſq; — 33 0 
* John Thornton, Eſq; Vice-Preſi- 
dent, fifth Benefattion -w———— 8 5 0 
14.21 3 8 
U. — 
Lord Vere — . 
James Vere, Eſg; w———_ — 3 3 © 
Unknown — - — 5 5 0 
Unknown — — — 110 
Unknown — — 2 2 0 
Unknown — — 11 0 
Unknown 1 -f 
V. F. 80 
Unknown, ſecond Benefaction —— 
Unknown „ 
Unknown — 3 1 
Unknown, third Benefaction — 3 3 0 
Unknown, from Bath — — 110 
Carried over — £48 £0 
12 Unknown 


| 
| 


— — 


wo BENEFACTION. SS: 


1 

Brought over — 8 

Unknown, by Mr. Neild 1 1 8 

| Unknown — 11 0 

| Unknown —— — o 5 2 

Robert Udney, Eſq; —— . 

Unknown x 6 

Unknown, various ſmall ſums — 55 19 10 

Unknown, by C. Van Mildert — 2 2 0 
Unknown, third Benefaction, by Mr. 

Leacroft — — 77 0 

Unknown — 5 o 0 

Unknown, ſecond Benefaction „ 

Unknown, fourth Beneſaction — 7 7 © 

Unknown, by Dr. Harwood — 5 .0--0 

Mr. James Unſworth — — 4 2 0 

E 

W. — 

The Biſhop of Wincheſter — 10 10 © 

W. L. — 2 2 0 

„. — 5 5 o 

Mr. Wilford — — 115 

Mrs. White — — 110 

Mrs. Wheeler — 5 5 o 

| W. H. — 1 1 0 

Lord Willoughby de Broke — 1 6 

Lady Windſor — 10 10 

W. H. — 3 .. 

W. K. — 2 2 0 


Carried over 


r A T TE RAGS ; 
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BENEFACTIONS. 109 
£5.46 
Brought over — 49 7 © 
Right Hon. Lady Laura Waldegrave 21 1 0 
W. O. — — _ 1: 
John Whifton, Eſq; — — 4 4 o 
William Wilſon, Eſq; — — 20 0 © 
Mr. William Watſon — 3 3 0 
W. P. ſecond Benefaction — 1 3 
W. W. — — — HE 
Honourable Mr. Walſingham, being 
a Legacy left by Lady Oſborne 208 o o 
W.N. | — 10 10 © 
W. W. — 10 10 0 
W. A. — — == 10 10 0 
W. W. —̃ — =..." 8 
Rev. Sherlock Willis — — 5 3 8 
W. B. Eſq; firſt Benefaction — 21 © 9 
Rev. Anthony Webſter „„ 
Mr. Windham 1 
W. W. by James Mathias, Eſq, — 50 0 o 
W. D. ng &.- 1 © 
W. W. ſecond Benefaction, by James 
Mathias, Eſq; — — 30 6 8 
Honourable Mr, Juſtice Willes 1 
W. M. 5 
W. W. third Benefaction, by James 
Mathias Eſq; — —— 2 
W. B. Eſq; ſecond Benefattion — 29 0 0 
W. G. from the Dog — 11 0 
Mr. Wilford, ſecond Benefaction = 1.1 0 
Carried over — 4555 11 O 
W. W.. 


2 


io BENEFACTIONS 


©: <<. i; 
Brought over — 335.11 0 
W. H. ſecond Benefaction — cc 5 Z. 
W. W. ſecond Bene faction = 20 o o Z. 
W. 8. — 115 
* Mr. James Willis — — 2ꝛ2 2 0 
* Mr. Thomas Williamſon 2 2 © 
* Mr, Thomas Wright * — 2 2 © 
x 1.5 88 3 i. 
* A F — — — — — 1 
. — ä — — 2 
Mr. Ximenes — — 1 
X. V. from Path — —— I 
. * — 1 
8 — 3 
J. T. ſecond Benefaction — 2 
1 
. — — 
The Archbiſhopof Vork 10 
Hon. Dewager Lady Young — 20 
Hon. Mr. Yorke — — 10 


Hon. Mr. Yorke, ſecond Beneſaction 10 
3 I 
Hon. Dowager Lady Young, ſecond 


Penefattion 
. WM . 


X. 


DOSES ENTS . EEC TS So vos. 


* 0 A. at 


BENEFACTIONS. 111 


2. Te: #4: 

” Ry Ag — — IO 10 0 
2. = — —̃äͤ —— - 1 1 0 
£231: 14-4 


Total 4295 10s. 84. 


N. B. The foregoing Account ſtated, accord- 


ing to the Times when the Money was received, 


and Debtors diſcharged; 


112 Dr. General Account of RRCEID TS — un. 
f I di 
77. : 4. L. 4. J May 
Feb, 23. To the Collection at Char- aug 
lotte and Bedford Chapels, 81 x » Nov 
May 27. To Weekly Benefactions, 326 12 5 : Dee 
Nov. 25. To ditto, — — 131 13; ; | * 
Dec. zo. To ditto. — — 287 „ 9g dept 
1773. a Dec 
March 31. To ditto, — — 1606 14 1 
June zo. To ditto, — — 562 2 4 
Sept. 29. To ditto, — — 328 7 6 
Dec. 31. To ditto, — — 636 1; o 
5 Stat 
4154 10 8 B 
Sundry Annual Benefactions, in the ; 21 
Treaſurers Hands, — 140 4 0 p- 
1.4295 10 8 R ( 
— BE 
* 
T 
The above Ballance con ſiſts of T 
The Ballance of the Annual Bencfac- \ 
tions, — 140 14 0 
The Ballance of the Weekly Benefac- 
tions, — 41 7 
L 5 1 3 N 
— — 4 
Ludi. 


$::14 


O 


189 ww 


* 
* 
. 
p 
x 


— And DisnuUrsSEMENTS, Cr. 113 


1772. Debtors, Wives, Child, J. 5. di. 
March 11. By the 
diſcharge of 
May 27. By ditto 81 50 147 222 16 2 


Aug. 12. By ditto 121 68 131 292 12 10 


Nov. 25. By ditto 58 32 . 
Dec. 31. By ditto 118 08 177 235 011 


1773. 
lach Byditto 472 324 837 1677 10 5 
june 30. By ditto 225 165 471 540 1 10 
Sept. 30. By ditto 159 97 263 356 5 7 
Dec. 31. By ditto 262 158 497 603 2 
1530 959 2017 4150 9 5 
Ballance — — 145 1 3 
1.4295 10 8 


34 — — 81 C8 


Stated, examined, and approved this Account, the 


Ballance remaining in hand being One Hundred 


and Forty-five Pounds, One Shilling and Three- 
pence, the 12th of January, 1774. 


ROMNEY, G. NARES, 
BEAUCHAMP, JOHN THORNTON. 


W. BuTLER, 
JAuks NEIIPD, 
CAIN ApAus, 
SAMUEL BRICGGS. 


William Dopp, 
Tuo. ADDERLEY, 
Tuo. HAMMERSL Ex, 
AL Ex. KiLGOUR, 


WILLIAM NEIL PD, Treaſurer. 
L. D. NSLME, Secretary. 
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; 145. 3d. for each family, and only 16s. 3d. to each 
#dividual, at an Average, including every Expence 
®:idental to the Charit v. 


The 


N. B. The Sum expended as abowe, amounts to about 
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ADDEND A. 


B. — 
SI. Bo — 
1 ps 
beter Hodgſon, Eſqz — 
Sir Sidney Medows, 2d Benefaction 
3 
. 
Mrs. Mawhood, ſecond Bene faction 
Lord Romney, Bene faction 
* Mrs. Leigh 
* Honourable Mrs. Marſham 
* Honourable Mr. Marſham 
* Honourable Ch. Bouverie 
* Lord Orwell 
Rd. Salloway, Eſq. 
Henry Buſby, Eſq. 
Rev. Mr. Lindeman, collected 
Mary Sommerſet — 


vou 


TILED! 
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P. Eſq; fourth Bene faction 
© Meſſrs, Bicdulph and Cocks 
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10 BENEFTACTIONS: 


Te „ £ 
Brought over — 150 12 9 
. by ditto — — TS: 
* James Mitchel, Eſq; — 1 2 
W. W. —— — Hp MAY 
N.. — — 2 ; 0 
H. M. — 2 2 „ 
Peter Du Cane, Eſq; — 5 5 0 
J. G. by Robert Child, Eſq; — 20 0 0 
J. A. W. third Benefaction — 2 2 0 
U. F. — 1 1 q 
Unknown 10 10 © 
Mr. James Preſton, 2d Benefaction #2. 0 
. . . — 55 0 
Earl Hardwicke, ſecond Benefaction 10 10 o 
TEE — CC 09 
Sam. \\ation, Eſgj; — — JO 10 o 
X. . — — — 11 0 
Deborah, by Mr. Winterbottom, ſe- 
cond Benefaction — 30 0 0 
Z. Z. Z. third Benefaction — 10 10 o 
Lady G. — 5 5 0 
3 — 0 2 6 
A. B. —d — — 5 5 0 
I. H. — 2 2 0 
W. F. M. — 5 5 o 
M. F. ſecond Bene faction — 10 o 0 
H. Z. | — — 110 
Biſhop of London, ſecond Bencfaction 10 O © 
Carried over — 1.319 9 3 
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3 
"i Brought over — 319 9 3 
* © F Mr. Charles Ellis, of Almack's, Pall- 
Mall, being Part of Damages he 
recovered by a Suit at Law for 
Defamation — — 50 0 © 
ET: — 20 o 0 
{. W. ſecond Benefaction — 5 5 Cc 
W. W. by james Mathias, Eſq; fourth 
Bene faction — 50: © © 
A. 2. Ge wm 40 
I. I. Birmingham, third Benefa&tion o 10 6 
A. B. — 0 10 6 
. — 9210 5 
II. NI. — 6 5 2 
Mrs. Willdon, part of a Legacy, — 145 
F. A. — - — I 1 0 
1 1 8 
1 — 3 2:- 
0 Ur. Hawley — 10 10 0 
0 Ph. B. ſecond Benefaction — 2 6c 
0 1 — 2 2 „ 
6 3 1 
© Wm. Gardiner, Eiq; ſecond Benefac- 
0 tion — 10 10 6 
0 A. L. fourth Benefaction 1 1 
0 Mrs. Haye, ſecond Bene faction — 2 2 © 
0 Peter Turquand, Eſq; part of a Fine 
0 from Cuſtom-houſe Officers for 
f an illegal Seizure 4 1 0 
Carried over — 1.5 16 16 9 
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Brought over _ 

Rev. Tho. Adam, of Wintringham 
Hon. Mrs. F. —— —— 
* J. E. ſecond Benefaction, at Meſſrs. 

Hoare and Co, — — 
E. C. ſecond Benefaction — 
London Coffee-houſe, ſecond Bene- 

faction — — 


Rev. Dr. Francklin, collected at 
Queen's Street Chapel 
Earl of Radnor, fourth Benefaction 
Dean of Exeter, ſecond Benefaction 
T. P. Eſq; fifth Bene faction — 
Mr. Stephen Aiſley — 
Rev. Dr. Dicken, ſecond Benefaction 
E. W. 
I. left at Craven: ſtreet 
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"RF" 
6 
; : An Account of RECEIPTs and DisBURSEMENTS 
0 8 from the 12th of Fanuary te the 30th of March, 
1774. 
Dr. Es 4. Ly 
; To Ballance remaining the 1 2th of Ja- 
2 nuary laſt — — 145 1 3 
To Benefactions as by the foregoing 
EE Li — 639 5 6 
4 4.784 6 9 
5 | — — 
Y CF 


Debtors, Wives. Children. 
By the dif: 192 with 131 and 389 472 7 8 


charge of 
Ballance in the hand of Mr, Neild 311 19 1 


—— — 22 ——— 8 


—— — — 0 


The Books may be ſeen by any Mobleman, Lady i 
or Gentleman inclined to promotethis Undertaking, | 
at No. 7, Craven-Street ; where Benefactions are 
received, and where the Society mect every Wed. F 
neſday at Five o'Clock, ; 


Benefactions are alſo received at the Thatched.- 
Houſe Tavern, in St. James's Street ; by Mr. Leacroft, 
Bookſeller, at Charing Croſs, and at the following 
Bankers, viz. Meſſ. Dorrien, Rucker and Carleton, 
in Finch Lane, Cornhill ; Meſſ. Hoares, in Fleet 
Street-; Meſſ. Biddulph and Cocks, at Charing 
Craſg{ the London Exchange Banking Company, 
in; St. James's Street; Meſſrs. Fullers, and Meil. 
Lowry and Co at Lombard Street. 


5 * Speedily auill be publiſhed, 


1 


For the BENEFIT of this Soci ET, 
Is ONE VOLUME, 8 vo. 
MISCELLANEOUS POEMS, | 


By THE LATE DR. KIRKPATRICK. 
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